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Nocera leads the pack

PRIYANKA SHARMA | DC
NEW DELHI, DEC. 4

Rookie Vaishavi Sinha
rode on her brilliant short
game to shoot a six-under
67 to lead the pack of home
golfers on the opening day
of the tri-sanctioned He-
ro's Women's Indian Open
here on Thursday.

At the end of day’s play,
the Noida-resident was thr-
ee shots behind leader Gwl-
adys Nocera of France, w-
ho set a course record with
a blistering nine-under 64
at the Delhi Golf Club.

Vaishavi, who shared the
second place along with
England’'s Holly Clyburn,
blasted nine birdies agai-
nst three bogevs, while No-
cera had a flawless round
laced with an equal num-
ber of birdies.

Playing only her sixth

pro event, Vaishavi was
however not suprised by
her show on a course she
had played nine vears ago.

“During the practice
rounds, I realised that the
scores will go low if you
putt well. The greens were
true, so if you are reading
the lines properly, you can
get a good score,” said the
23-year-old.

The 39-year-old Nocera
played the tight course like
a game of chess, plotting
her way between the trees
surrounding the fairways.

Defending champion Thi-
dapa Suwannapura of Tha-
iland opened with a 73 to st-
ay alongside home golfers
Gauri, Shweta Galande and
Gursimar Badhwal in the
fifth spot. Sharmila Nico-
llet and Vani Kapoor com-
pleted the Indian line-up in
top 10, with two-under 70s.
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Rookie WVaishavi Sinha
rode on her brilliant short
game to shoot a six-under
67 to lead the pack of
home golfers on the open-
ing day of the tri-sanc-
tioned Hero's Women's
Indian Open here on
Thursday.

At the end of day's play,
the Noida-resident was
three shots behind leader
Gwladys Nocera of
France, who set a course
record with a blistering
nine-under 64 at the Delhi
Golf Club.

Vaishavi, who shared
the second place along
with England’s Holly
Clyburn, blasted nine
birdies against three
bogeys, while Nocera had
a flawless round laced
with an equal number of
birdies.

Playing only her sixth
pro event, Vaishavi was
however not surprised by
her show on a course she
had played nine years ago.

“During the practice
rounds, [ realised that the
scores will go low if you
putt well. The greens were
true, so if vou are reading
the lines properly, vou can
get a good score,” said the
23-vear-old, who thanked
her caddie Dharmender
Singh for her round.

“The experience of play-
ing on the Symetra Tour
in the US also helped me
grow as a plaver. | guess
for a first-timer, it would
have been pretty different.
But I wasn't really sur-
prised to see my name in
the top of the leader-
board,” she added,

The 39-vear-old Nocera,
who  bettered Gauri
Monga's five-under set in
the 2010 Delhi Ladies
Open, playved the course
like a game of chess, plot-
ting her way between the
trees  surrounding the
fairways.

Defending  champion
Thidapa Suwannapura of
Thailand opened with a 73
to stay alongside home
golfers Gauri, Shweta
Galande and Gursimar
Badhwal in the fifth spot.
Sharmila Niecollet and
Vani Kapoor completed
the Indian line-up in top
10, with two-under 70s.

France's Gwladys Mocera
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had a flawless round laced
with an equal number of
birdies.
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er not surprised by her
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played nine years ago.

“During the practice
rounds, I realised that the
scores will go low if you putt
well. The greens were true,
so if vou are reading the
lines properly, you can get a
good score,” said the 23-
yvear-old, who thanked her
caddie Dharmender Singh
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ing the Symetra Tour in US
helped me. I wasn't really
surprised to see my name in
the top of board,” she added.
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France’s Nocera
starts wel\

dream start witha 9Lun,der'
64 in the first round of the
Hero Women's India Open
atthe par-73DGC on
Thursday, reports PTI from
New Delhi.

Unheralded local profes-
sional Vaishavi Sinha also
was in spotlight with a 6-un-
der 67 to share second spot
withHolly Clyburn of Eng-
land.



France's Nocera
starts well

France’s Gwladys No-
cera birdied the final

three holes on her way toa
dream startwith a 9-under
G4 inthe first round of the
Hero Women’s India Open
ar the par-73 Delhi Gol f
Club on Thursday, reports
PTI from New Delhi.

Unheralded local profes-
sional Vaishavi Sinha also
was in spotlight wich a 6-un-
der 67 to share second spot
with Hally Clyburn of Eng-
land. Leurquin Chloe (69)
of Belgium is placed third.

Defending champion
Thidapa Suwannapura (70)
shares the fifth spot with
Liz Young of England, Tn-
dias Gauri Monga, Sharmi-
la Nicollet, Shweta Galande
and Gursimar Badhwal.
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rance’s Gwladys
FNocera birdied the
al three holes on
her way to a dream start
with a S-under 64 o
lead in the first round of
the $300,000 Hero
Women's India Open at
the par-73 Delhi Golf
Club, on Thursday.
However, unheralded
lacal professional
Vaishavi Sinha stole the
show when she subrit-
ted her scorecard of 6-
under 67 to share sec-
ond spot with Holly
Clyburn of England




For equality, women
golfers stand united

Kaushik Chatterji
= kaushibchateishindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: With Winbledon
and French Cpen finally
having corme aroumd. women
have been competing for the
same prize money as men for
seven vears now. At the final

Grand Slam of the tenmiscal-

enudar, the prize money has
been the same for both sexes
since 1973,

Butwhile singles winners
of the 2014 TS Open pock-
eted a cool $1.200,000(F12cr)
each, there was a sizeable
disparity in the earnings
of their respective coun-
terparts an the golf courss.
The §1,630,000(F10cr) that
Iartin Kaymer took home
in Juneisn't even the biggest
pavcheque in men's golf

But the relatively mea-
sly §T200000 (F4.50r) that
Ilichelle Wie won the fiol-
lowing weok is the bast that
wolnen's golf has to offer:
Tnlike tennis, golf is yet to
bridge the gender gap. Even
access to playmg facilities
is often an issne. It took
Condaoleszza Rice, forner
S Secretary of State, for
Angusta National, the golf

club that hosts The Masters,
o finally grant membership
0 A WioInar.

30, when Ladies Earopear
Tour (LET). ahead of the
Wiomen's Indian Open, asked
its members about their
hopas for the nect 10 vears,
the respolses came asno
Surprise.

While Gwladys Nocara,
208 LET Order of Merit
winnet: said she wants to
see “everybody respecting
wiormen athletes™, Caroline
Mlartens, on Instagrarm. met.
tioned tennis as a mode] for
aquality

Crther demands were
simpler; like Kiran Matham
askng for more events to
be held simultaneonsly, like
Trophés Hassan I1 (men) and
Lalla Merverm Cup woret),
or Holly Altchison hopig
for “equal TV coverage”™.

Equal pay in termis was
aculmination of a series
of events, including the
Battle of Sexes, Along with
Angnsta and St Andrews
admitting women. the
#Mextlvears campaign is
awelcome addition to the
chorus asking for equality
on the galfing greens.
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Vaishavi making up
for lack of avenues

Kaushik Chatterji

® kishik chatterjedtindusiani ma &.com

MEW DELH: It'shalf pastfive in the
evening. A soon-io-be 3-vearold.
under the watchful eve of her
father, is busy trving to iron ot
the chinks m her short game. It's
gettingdark, shehas toteeoff early
Friday morning — 7.25am, tobe
precise — and home is still along
drive away But she doesn't seem
tooperturbed. Andnot without rea-
so11 - hav mgspent six yearson the
ather side of the globe, Noida st
fe] likee a stome's throw awsay from
ceriral Delhl

Search the Symetra Tour web-
sltefor Vaishavi Sinha, though, and
nothing shows up. Cn the LPGA's
official developimental tour, she's
Imoem as Kishi. The nickname is
what she answered to even dur-
ing her five vears at Purdue. The
reason. savs dad Alok issimple:
“Americans can't pronounce
Vaishavi. Even Kishi 1s too much
for them, sothey justcall her Kish!™

Golf scholarships in the US
typlcally last four vears. Sinha,
howsever wastedshirted (anoption
exercised toextend one's stay by a
year) and remained acollege svia-
tenr for five.

After st vearsof sloomingitout
with fellowr LPGA Tour hopefuls
--Sinha torned pro at the start of
2014 - Vaishavi isn't overawed by
the occasion. “Tm usad to playing
big events " she saysafter carding
a six-amder-par 67 on the opening
clay of the Women's Indisn Opet.
Mental conditioning is just one
aspect, though, Competing on a
foreign tour thousands of miles
away isa costly affair



Vaishavi Sinha making up for lack of avenues
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MEW DELHE It's half past five inthe
evening A soon-to-he 24-vear-old,
under the watchful eve of her
father isbusy trving to iron ont the
chinks in her short game. It's get-
ting dark, she has to tee off early
Friday morning — 7.25am. o be

precise —and home is still along
drive away But she doesn’t seem
too pertnrbed. And not without
reason - havingspent six vears on
the other side of the globe, Noida
st fiese] ke a stone’s throw away
fromcentral Delhi

Search the Svmetra Tour wehe
slte for Vaishavi Sinha, thongh,
and nothing shows up. On the

LPGA's official developmental
tour, she's known as Kishi. The
nickname is what she answered
to even during her five vears at
Purdue. The reason, says dad
Alok, issimple: “Americans can't
prononnee Vaishavi, Even Eishi
is too mmch for therm, so they just
call her Kish!™

Golf scholarships in the U3

typically last four years. Sinha,
however was redshirted (an option
exercised oextend onesstay by a
yearjand remained acollege ama-
e forfive. After six vearsof slog-
gring it ot with fisl low LPGA Tonr
hopefuls - Sinhaturned pro at the
startof 2014 - Vaishavi isn't over-
awed bv the occasion. “Tm used
to playing big events,” she says.
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NOCERA TAKES LEAD
INNDIA OPEN

MNEW DELHI France's

ys Nocera bird-
ied the final three holes
on her way to a dream
start with a 9-under 64
tolead in the first
round of the $300,000
Hero Women's India
Open at the par-73
Delhi Golf Club on
Thursday. However,
unheralded local pro-
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Vaishavi
three shots
off pace

PRENANKA SHARM A
NEW DELHI.DEC. 4

Rookie Vaishavi Sinha rode
on her brilliant short gcame
to shoot a six-under 67 to
lead the pack of home
colfers on the opening day
of the trisanctioned Hero's
Women's Indian Open here
on Thursday,

At the end of day's play,
the DNoida-resident was
three shots behind leader
Gwladys Nocera of France,
who set a course record
with a blistering nine-
under 64 at the Delhi Golf
= luab.

Vaishavi, who shared the
second place along with
England’s Holly Clyburn,
blasted nine birdies against
three bogevs, while Noocera
had a flawless round laced
with an equal number of
birdies.

Playing only her sixth pro
event, Vaishavi was
however not surprised by
her show on a course she
had plaved nine vears ago.

“During the practice
rounds, I realised that the
scores will zo low if wyou
putt well. The greens were
true, 50 if vou are reading
the lines properly vou can
oet a c00d score,” said the
23-vear-old, who thanked
her caddie Dharmender
Singh for her round.

“The experience of
plaving on the Syvmetra
Tour in the US also helped
me grow as a plaver. I cuess
for a firsttimer, it would
have been pretty different.
But I wasn't really
surprised to see my name in
the top of the leaderboard,”
she added.

The 39-vear-old Nocera,
who bettered zauri
MMonga’'s fiveinder set in
the 2010 Delhi Ladies Open,
plaved the course like a
came of chess, plotting her
way between the trees
surrounding the fairwayvs.

Defending champion
Thidapa Suwannapura of
Thailand opened with a 73
to stay alongside home
oolfers  Gauri, Shweta
(zalande and Gursimar
Badhwal in the fifth spot.
sharmila Nicollet and Vani
Kapoor completed the
Indian line-up in top 10,
with two-under 705,
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Nocera
blazes to
course
record

By Shaghil Bilali
in New Delhi

FRENCH golfer Gwladys Nocera
holds the distinction of winning
the first-ever Ladies European
Tour (LET) event In India, when
she won the Indian Masters in
. On Thursday, she shot into
contention for her second title
in the country when she set a
ladies’ course record of nine-
under 64 in the first round of the
Hero Indian Open, and estab-
lished a three-stroke lead at the
par-73 Delhi Golf Club (DGC).
While the Frenchwoman took
the course by storm in the morn-
ing session, Noida girl Vaishnavi
Sinha created a buzz in the
evening with a six-under 67, and
ended the first round In tied sec-
ond position with Englishwoman
Holly Clyburn, who fired four
birdies on her first five holes.
Other Indians also made most
©of the home conditions. Gaurl
Monga, playing her first pro
tournament at her home club,
Shweta Galande and Gursimar
Badhwal fired three-under 70s
each to hold tied fifth position
‘with defending champion Thi-
dapa Suwannapura of Thailand.

Guwladys Nocera

‘Coming after an injury lay-off,
Sharmila Nicollet started her
game well but a double bogey
and a bogey within the last four
holes forced her to post a two-
under 71. She, however, man-
aged to squeeze Into the. (ov»lﬂ
and shared the 10th

domestic tour No.1 Vani Iupoor

Reduced yardages for the tour-
nament and benign course con-
ditions helped Nocera begin all
guns blazing. The 39-year-old
golfer rifled 10 birdies and
dropped justabogey on her way
into the history books. Her score
bettered the previous record by
an astonishing four strokes.

Nocera, who has 12 victories to
her name on the LET, gave credit
to her cautious approach on a
narrow course like DGC. “You
can be offensive on this course if
you want, but the risk Is big,” sald
Nocera, who recorded her most
recent win in China last Novem-
ber. “l felt like | was playing
chess, you place the ball and

u have the oppor-

then when yo
tunity to hit close to the pln you

try your best; all the tim:

®

R

Indian Press Clearing
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NOCERA TAKES LEAD IN INDIA OPEN
NEW DELHI: France's Gwladys Mocere bl
three holes on her way to o drecm siart w S
64 to lead in the first round of the $300,000 Hero wom-
en's India Open at the par-73 Delhi Golf Ciub on Thurs-
day. However, unheralded local professional Vaishavi
Sinha stole the show when she submitted her scorecard
of 6-uncler 67 to share second spot with Holly Clybum
of England. Defending champlon Thidapa Suwannapura
shares the fifth spot with Liz Young of Englond, India’s
Monga Gauri, Sharmila Nicolette and Galande Shweta
and Badhwal Gursimar on 3-under 70. Nocera, 39,
the current leader of the Order of Merit on the Ladies
Eurapean Tour (LET), & na stranger to Indio, having won
the first ever LET event in Bangalore in 2008,
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" FRENCH GOLFER NOCERA TAKES

LEAD IN WOMEN’S INDIA OPEN

PTIm NEW DELHI

Fv ce’s Gwladys Nocara birdied the
final three holes on her way to a
dream starl with a 9-under 64 1o lead in
the first round of the UIS300,000 Hero
Women's India Open at the par-73
Delhi Golf Club, here Thursday,
Hewever, unheralded local professional
Vaishavi Sinha stole the show when
she submitted her scorecard of 6~
under 67 to share second spet with
Holly Giyburn of England.

Defending  champion -~ Thidapa
Suwannapura shares the fifth spot with
Liz Young of England, India's Monga
Gauri, Sharmila Nicolette and Galande
Shwieta and Badhwal Gursimar on 3-

under 70. Nocera, 39, the current
leader of the Order of Merit on the
Ladies European Tour (LET), Is no
stranger to India, having won the first
ever LET event in Bangalore in 2008.

ursday, she declared that the par-73
Delhi Golf Ciub, is one of her
favourites. She said: “I played well,
everything want well and got all |
wanted my
'lnlaredmnmsphm:m
game. My moves were good, my
thinking was right and this kept me
going confidently,” sald Nocera.
Starting on the back nine, Nocera’s
flawless round included birdies on the
2nd, 4th, 7th, 8th, 9th 11th, 14th, 15th
and 18th.
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Vaishavi
three shots
off pace

PRIYANKA SHARMA
NEW DELHI, DEC. 4

Rookie WVaishavi Sinha
rode on her brilliant short
game to shoot a six-under
67 to lead the pack of
home golfers on the open-
ing day of the tri-sanc-
tioned Hero's Women's
Indian Open here on
Thursday.

At the end of day’s play,
the Noida-resident was
three shots behind leader
Gwladys  Nocera of
France, who set a course
record with a blistering
nine-under 64 at the Delhi
Golf Club.

Vaishavi, who shared
the second place along
with England’s Holly
Clyburn, blasted nine
birdies against three
bogeys, while Nocera had
a flawless round laced
with an equal number of
birdies.

Playing only her sixth
pro event, Vaishavi was
however not surprised by
her show on a course she
had played nine years ago.

“During the practice
rounds, I realised that the
scores will go low if you
putt well. The greens were
true, so if you are reading
the lines properly, you can
get a good score,” said the
23-vear-old, who thanked
her caddie Dharmender
Singh for her round.

“The experience of play-
ing on the Symetra Tour
in the US also helped me
grow as a plaver. [ guess
for a first-timer, it would
have been pretty different.
But 1 wasn't really sur-
prised to see my name in
the top of the leader-
board,” she added.

The 39-vear-old Nocera,
who  bettered Gauri
Monga's five-under set in
the 2010 Delhi Ladies
Open, played the course
like a game of chess, plot-
ting her way between the
trees surrounding the
fairways.

Defending  champion
Thidapa Suwannapura of
Thailand opened with a 73
to stay alongside home
golfers Gauri, Shweta
Galande and Gursimar
Badhwal in the fifth spot.
Sharmila Nicollet and
Vani Kapoor completed
the Indian line-up in top
10, with two-under 70s,

France's Gwladys Nocera
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Nocera in the lead

Uthra Ganesan

NEW DELHI: With a ne
record on' the first d
competition, Gwladys
set herself up,as the frontrur-
ner to win the eighth IHero
women's Indian Open golf
tournament at the Delhi Golf
Club here on Thursday.

The 39-year-old French-
woman shot a nine-under 64 on
the par 73 course to sit pretty
an top of the leaderboard after
Round One as the shortened
yardage made the DGC, consid-
ered among the tightest cours-
es in the country, casier for the
top professionals in the fray.

England’s Holly Clyburn and
Jocal hope Vaishavi Sinha were
tied second three shots behind
while defending champion Thi~

Gwladys Nocera. } -

first four holes. A late start
meant she had to face windy
conditions. She bogied the
10th, 13th and 16th holes but
managed to keep her short

dapa of Thai-
land, playing in the same group
as Gwladys, was placed in a five-
way tie at fifth spot with a
thtee-under 70 score. Four In-
dians finished in the top-10,
making it a fruitful day for local
favourites.

Early start

With winter yet to set in and
hardly any fog or dew, the early
morning start helped players
holdasteady line on the greens,
Gwladys, who teed off on the
10th hole, did not drop a shot
through the day and made four
‘birdies an the 11th, 14th, 15th
and 18th holes before adding
five more on the front nine, in-
cluding three consecutive ones
from the scventh to ninth
holes.

Among the Indians Vaishavi,
playing her first year on the
professional circuit, impressed
with strong putts for a six-un-
der 67 including birdies on the

&

Among other Indians, Gauri
Monga, Shweta Galande and
Gursimar Badhwal were tied
fifth on 3-under 70.

The scores: 64: Giadys Nocera
(Fra); 67: Holly Clybum (Eng), Vaisha-
vi Sinha (ind); 69: Chlos Leurquin

[} 70: Thidapa Suwannapura
(Tha), Liz Young (Eng), Gauri Monga
(Ind), Shweta Galande (Ind), Gursimar
Badhwal (Ind); 71: Sharmda Nicollst
(Ind), Vani Kapoo (ind), Carlota Ci-

(Esp), Bo-Mi Suh (Kor), Hen-
nah Burke (Eng), Fabienne In-Albon
(Sui, Titiya Plucksatapom (Tha).

72: Sahra Hassan (Wal), Hyeon
Seo Kang (Kor), Sarapom i
{Tha), Linda Wessberg (Sve), Stefa-
nia Croce (ta), Wichanee Meechai

Kir
(Aus), Amy

{USA}, S Mehra (Ind), Kanphar-
nan Muangkhumsakul (Tha, Sophic
Sandolo ((ta), Nina Holleder (Gar).
Sally Watson (Sco).



French golfer takes lead

b France's Gwladys Nocera birdied the final
three holes on herway toa dream start
with a9-under 64 to leadin the first round
ofthe $300,000 Hero Women's India Open
atthe par-73 Delhi Golf Club, on Thursday.
However, unheralded local professional
Vaishavi Sinha stole the show whenshe
submitted herscorecard of 6-under 67 to
share second spot with Holly Clyburn of
England. Defending champion Thidapa
Suwannapura shares the fifth spot with Liz
Young of England, India's Monga Gauri,
Shamila Nicolette and Galande Shweta
and Badhwal Gursimar on 3-under 70.
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Nocera takes lead,
Vaishavishares second
spot with Clyburn

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
New Delhi, 4 December

Unheralded Vaishavi Sinha
spearheaded Challenge as
shehit superb six-under 67
tobe tied joint second with
Helly Clyburn while France's
Gwladys Nocera stole the
limelight by scorching the
Delhi Golf Club course to
returnacard of nine-under
64 in the opening round of
the $300,000 Hero Women's
Indian Open here today:
Nocera, 39, seta new one-
day course record erasing
Gauri Monga's five under
which the Indian golfer set
in the second round of the
2010 Delhi Ladies Open.
With Gawi Monga, Shew-
ta Galande and Sharrmlsl
Nicollet finishing the first
round in tied fifth at three-
under 70, the leaderboard
looks pretty top-heavy with
Indians. Defending Hero
‘Women's Indian Open cham-
pion, Thidapa Suwanna-
pura of Thailand, too is
lying in tied fifth place.
Adopting a conservative
approach,

series to the

is the feede
LPGA.

"Of course, the experi-
enceof playing inthe US has
helped me today,” she said.

Though Vaishavi had
an average iron game, it
was her putting that stood
out resulting in four back-
to-back birdies in the first
four holes, with another
five spread over th, 11th
14th, 17th and 18th.

Meanwhile playing on
thenarrow tree-lined course
that puts a heavy premium
on accuracy, Noceralanded
her tee shots in perfect spots
on the fairways, which
helped her to find the pins
withrelative ease. Her blem-
ish-free scorecard for the day
reflected her precise club
play as she sunk a total of
nine birdies of which five
came in the front nine and
four in the back nine. With
12winson the Ladies Euro-
pean Tour, the French golfer
islookingon course tochalk
upher first victory on Indi-
an soil

"It was a really good day.
Thit the ball well, close to th

sunk in five birdies along
with two bogies.

However, the revelation
of the day was the young
golfer from Noida, Vaishavi
Sinha who turned pro ear-
lier this year. She finished
the round on a high 67 that
put her in tied second spot
alongside Holly Clyburn of
Belgium. Playing only in her
sixth pro tournament in
the country Vaishavi sunk
in nine birdies, but bogies
on 10th, 13th and 16th pulled
her score down in the final
count. She too bettered
Monga's record.

The Indian credited her
stringof good performances
in the tournaments in the
runup to the Hero Women's
Indian Open to the experi-
ence gleaned from playing
inthe Symetra Tour, which

pinand it's, nice tostart
the tournament like this. I
didn’t think about my score,
just each shot and where to
hit the shot, which spot is safe
and try to play smart, The
course is tricky, there are
somedifficult shots to hitbut
everything went well. | was
reading the greens well,
with the help of my caddie,
we both worked onthe lines
together: It wasnot windy this
morning, so it was okay
The course is in great con-
dition and suits me. You
have to be accurate with
everythingbecause it's pret-
tynarrow. Off the tees isthe
first thing and then you
have to hit the greens. The
greens are nice . nd get
quickerduringthr ay with
theheat. They weis * arethis
morning,” said Hecera,

&

Indian Press Clearing



Nocera in lead

B New Delhi: Gwladys No-
cera birdied the final three
holes on her way to a dream
start with a 9-under 64 to lead
in the first round of the
$300,000 Hero Women's India
Open, at the par-73 Delhi Golf
Club, here on Thursday. Indi-
a’s Vaishavi Sinha (6-under
67)shared second spot with
Holly Clyburn of England.



Nocera shoots to the top

France's Gwladys Nocera started with a 9-under
64 to lead in the first round of the $300,000 Hero
Women's India Open in Mew Delhi on Thursday.
However, unheralded local professional Vaishavi
Sinha stole the show when she submitted her
scorecard of 6-under 67 to share second spot
with Holly Clyburn of England. Defending
champion Thidapa Suwannapura shares the fifth
spot with Liz Young of England, India's Monga
Gauri, Sharmila Nicolette and Galande Shweta
and Badhwal Gursimar on 3-under 70.



Gwladys sets the
tone on first day

New Delhi: France's Gwladys  defending champion, Thidapa
Nocera struck red-hot formas  Suwannapura of Thailand,
she scorched the Delhi Golf weretied inthe fifth place.
Club course toreturna card of
nine-under 64 in the opening
round of the Hero Women'sIn-
dian Open on Thursday How-
ever, the revelation of the day
was India’s VaishaviSinha.
The voung golfer from Noi-
da. who turned proearlier this
vear, finished the first round
on a high with a six-under 67
that puts her in tied second
spot alongside Holly Clyburn
of Belgium. Playing only in
her sixth pro tournament in
India, Vaishavi sunk in nine
birdies, but bogies on 10th,
13th and 16th pulled her score
down in the final count.
Gauri Monga, Shewta Ga-
lande, Sharmila Nicollet and
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France’s Nocera takes leadat
Women’s India Open

New Delhi: France's Gwladys Nocera
‘birdied the final three holes on her way
toadream start with a9 under 64 tolead
in the first round of the US300,000 Hero
Women's India Open at the par-73 Delhi
Gw]fCluhhemon'l'hnrsﬁzx

However, unheralded local profes-
sional Vaishavi Sinha stole the show
when she submitted her scorecard of 6-
under 67 to share second spot with Holly
Clyburnof England. en
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Vaishavi making up
for lack of avenues

= KoLtk chatzejshindustaniimes com

MEWDELHI: It's half pastfive inthe
evening A soon-to-he 24-vear-old,
under the watchful eve of her
father, 1stusy trving toirom ot the
chinks in her short game. It's met-
ting darl. shehas to tee off early
Friday morning — 7.25am, to he
precise — and home isstilla long
drive away But she doesn’t seem
to0 perturbed. And not without
Teason - hav g spent six vearson
the othet side of the globe MNoida
st feel likea stone’s throw away
from central Delhi.

Search the Svimetra Tour web-
site for Valshavi Sinha, thongh,
and nothing shows up. On the
LPGA's official developmental
tour, she's known as Kishi. The
nickname is what she answered
10 even during her five vears at
Purdue. The reason, says dad
Alok, issimple; “Americans can't
priotonnce Valshavi. Even Eishi
15 toouch for them, so they jus
call her Kish!™

Golf scholarships in the 178
tvpically last four years. Sinha.
however, was redshiried (anoption
exerrised toextendone’s stavhy a
vear) and remained a collese ama-
e for five. After six vears of slog-
ging itont with fisllow LPGA Tour
hopefinls - Sinha turned proat the
start of 2014 - Vaishavi isn't over-
awed bry the oocasion. “Tm usad
to playing big events,” she says
after carding a six-under-par &7
o the opening day of the Women's
Indian Open.

Mental condition ing 1s just cne

LEADERBOARD

6z Gwiladys Nocera,

&7: Holly Clyburn, Yaishavi
Sinha; 6%: Chloe Leurguin;
70z Lir Young, Thidapa
Suwannapura, Shwiota
Galande, Gauri Monga,
Gursimar Badhwal

aspect, thongh. Competing on a
foreign tonr thousands of miles
away is a costly affair And. with
the prize money on offer on the
second-tier wolmnen's golf tour in
the 175 not much (all ut three
tournarments are in the $100,000
125,000 range), making thecutisn't
enangh inthe longrun. While she
has retained her card for 2015, this
vear. Vaishavi, by making eight
cuts I lGevents, earmed only $#6.735
(F41akh).

The finances are definitelv at
the back of Alok's mind. “For
now, we're taking care of it he
says, admitting that the future
dependson hisdanghters resulis
And. Alok adds with his fingers
crossed, sponsorship. Winning
hernational Open on her birthday
ther, conld be the best pift Kishi
Can give herself,

LEADING THE WAY

With a nine-under 64, Gwladvs
MNocera did not just take a three
stk lead after Rd 1. The French
golfer set anew course record for
ladies at the Delhi Golf Club,
eclipsing then-amateur Ganri
Monga's five-under 67, setduring
theDelhi Ladies Opern in Mov 2010,



Vaishavi making up for lack of avenues
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MEWDELHE It"s half past five inthe
evening. A soon-to-be 24-vearold,
under the watchful eye of her
father isbusy trying toiron out the
chinks in her short game. It's get-
ting dark. she has to tee off early
Friday morning — 7.25am, 1o be
precise —and home is still a long
drive away But she dossn't sesm
too perturbed. And not without
reason - having spent six vearson
the other side of the globe, Noida
st el like a stome's throw away
fromm central Delhi.

Search the Symetra Tour wel
site for Vaishavi Sinha, though,
and nothing shows up. On the
LPGA’s official developmental
tour, she’s known as Kishi. The

nickname is what she answered
o even during her five years at
Purdue. The reason, savs dad
Alok, issimple: *Americans can't
prononnce Vaishavi, Even Kishi
15 too mnch for them, so they just
call her Kish!™

Golf scholarships in the TS
tvplcally last four years. Sinha,
however wasredshirted (an option
exercised toemend one's stay by a
wear) and remained acollege ama-
e fior five. After &1 vears of slog:
ging itont with fellow LPGA Touar
hiopefinls - Sinha turned pro at the
start of 2014 - Valshavi isn't over-
awed by the occasion. “Tm used
0 playing big events,” she says
after carding a six-under-par 57
on theopeningday of the Wiomen's
Indian Open.

Mental condition g is just one

LEADERBOARD

b4 Gwladys Nocera, 67
Holly Clyburn, Vaishawi
Sinha; 69: Chioe Leurguing
7 Liz ¥oung, Thidaoa
Suwannapura, Shweta
Galanda, Gauri Monga,
Gursimar Badmwal

aspect, thongh. Competing on a
foreign tour thousands of miles
away isa costly affair And. with
the prize money on offer on the
Second-tier wormen's golf tonr in
the US not much (all but three
tournaments are n the $100,000:
125 000range), making the cutisn't
enoigh in the long ran. While she
hasretained her card for 2005, this
vear, Valshavi. by making eight

LS in 16events, earned only $5 75
(=4 Iakh).

The finances are definitely at
the back of Alok's mind. “For
now, we're taking care of it.” he
says, admitting that the future
depends on his danghter's results.
And, Alok adds with his fingers
crossed, sponsorship Winning
her national Openon het birthday,
then. conld be the best gift Kishi
can give hersalf

LEADING THE WAY

With a nineunder 64, Gwladys
Mocera did not just take a threse-
stroke lead after Rd 1. The French
golfer seta new course tecond for
ladies at the Delhi Golf Club,
eclipsing then-amateur Gauri
Monga's fiveunder 87, sat during
the Delhi Ladies Opsen in Nowv 2010,



