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195" Young Aditi Ashok shot
Ea‘intu the limelight at the

Hero Women's Indian
Open last year. Aditiwas in joint
lead in the opening round before
eventually signing off at the
eighth place — the top finish by
an Indian on the final day.

This vear; as the tournament
has been shifted for the first
time to the tree-lined Delhi Golf
Course, Aditi — the country's
_ top junior — is hopeful to turn

out yet another impressive show
on one of her favourite courses.

“Last year’s Indian Open per-
formanee is still fresh in my
mind. I hope I can come up with
another such great show. this

time. T
“] am happy to return to my

favourite course where I have
got my career-best round of
four-under: 1 have plaved here so
many times, and with my dad on
my bag, 1 am confident to do
well here,” said Adil
though didn’t open up with an
impressive round on the first

day of the 2013 women's Indian -

Open at the DGC.

She carded a four-over 76 on
the day, which had three birdies
against two bogeys and two dou-

bles.

“Overall I played well today
The only blemish on my card
were two bad shots on the 17th
and the sixth holes, where I had
bad club selections. But the way
1 played today was a good sign of
my short game. I putted well,”
{he 15-year-old Bengalurean

said of her round on Thursday.
“Anything can happen at the
DGC, so I am hopeful to turn
around my fortunes tomorrow.”

a year’s fraining under
the Australian-born Malaysian
Steven Giviliano, her current
coach, Aditi feels that her game
has improved and she can finish
as the number one amateur this
season. “I have been playing

almost the same like last year
The only change in my game is
that 1 am hitting longer now. [
have changed the way I used to
practice.

“My game is more structured
now, as I am following a rou-
tine,” said the country’s no. 2
amateur, who had pulled off a
couple of top3 finishes in the
junior circuit this season
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Thidapa, Valentine share Day 1 honour

PRIYANKA SHARMA
NEW DELHI, NOV. 28

Thai ace Pornanong
Phatlum might be miss-
ing from action at the 2013
Hero omen’s Indian
Open golf, which she had
won thrice including the
last year's edition. But her
compatriot Thidapa
Suwannapura filled the
void taking a share of the
opening day lead at the
$300,000  tri-sanctioned
event here on Thursday.
Tgldki){\ shot into the

. and so did
Valentine Derrey of
France as the dust settled
at the tree-lined Delhi
Golf Course, the new host
of the event this year.
USA's Hannal 68)
also enjoyed a brief stay
at the top of the leader-
board, before Valentine
and Thidapa leapfrogged
the former in perfect con-
ditions. Hannah was two
strokes off the pace.
Ladies European ’l‘our
raokie Charley Hull,
youngest pro in the w07
women field at 17, domi-
nated the morning show
witha fine three-under 69.
She eventually finished

Suwannapura f

the day fourth.

HOME GOLFERS FAIL
TO IMPRESS
Indian golf¢ however,
could not capitalise on the
home advantage with
Vani Kapoor and Gauri

Monga carding identical
one-over 7ds to be tied

13th. Vani, who carded a
birdie on the very first
hole, could have had a bet-
ter finish but two bogeys
on her back nine spoilt
her run. “It was a good
round. I am happy that I
played steady, though
made mistakes on my
return. But [ am not wor-

ried, as I have two more
days to finetune my game.
1 am loving the sp\:ed
the greens here,” said
Vdm. whoplans to go with
a “caleulative approach”
on Friday.

Top pro  Shamila
Nicollet, still recovering
from a toe injury, was far

behind at 47th positio
with a three-over on th
day while Vehﬂ Tripatt
carded two-over to be &
tied 36th posu‘

“1 will be aiming fo
more accuracy in m
shots. Hopefully, T wi
come up with more cor
sistent rounds in the ne»
two days, the lank
golfer, who is eyeing a to]
10 finish here to secur
her LET card. Vetera
Simi Mehra managed
five-over 77 after a tops!
turvy round and is likel
fo miss the cut

STRAIGHT HITTING
E KEY

‘Thidapa, \\ho fired seve
birdies against one boge:
said she_would like t
emulate Pornanong an
lift her maiden LET titl
on Saturday.
“We play together on th
Ladies Profess I Gu
Association ¢l L‘
would love to follow mh(
footsteps and win the titl
this time,” said the Tha
who has already retaine
her card on the LPG.
Tour:

LET stalwarts Gwlady
Nocera Holl

with the leader
One.

s on Da
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Golf Women's Indian Open

Thidana, Derrey
hit the front

Vani, Gauri tied 13th on day one

NEW DELHE: Thailand's Thi-
dapa Suwarnapura and
Valentine Derrey of France
shot identical six-under 66
to lead the field by two
strokes on the opening day
«of the $30,000 Hero
‘Women's India Open at the
Delhi Golf Club on Thursday.
Hannah Jun of the USA was
atthird place with a four-under
68, while Furope’s rising star
andyoungest professional inthe
tournament, 17- Charley
‘Hullwasthree shots behind the
leaders at fourth place.
However, none of the Indian
women could finish the day in
top10. Gurgaon's Vani Kapoor
andlocal amateur Gauri Mon-
ga were the best among the
“home players with a score of
one-over 73 each to finish the
dayin tied 13th position.
‘With awarm and sunny day
rendering perfect conditions
for golf, Thidapa, one of the
three Thai girls to play on the
US Tour, played with aggres-
sion by knocking in seven
birdies. A bogey on theseventh
‘ol was the sole aberration in
the game of the 2l-year-old,
whostarting from the 10th tee,
sunk birdies in 1ith, 13th and
16th holesand continued in the

you have to be very careful out
Tere,” said Thidapa, who is
chasing her maiden victory on
the Ladies European Tour.
“Thisismy third attempt at
the Indian Open. Last year, I
finished 13th. 1 am expecting

the title,” she said.

Breathing down her neck
throughout the day was 26--
vear-old Valentine, who played
a flawless round with three
birdies on each turn of the
course. “I played a practice
round yesterday and the course
was playing tough. Today, Ttold
myself o just keep control on
tee shots. 1 did the same
all other things fellin place.”

Vani, whostarted off witha
birdie, pegged herself back
with three bogeys. “Ttwasn'ta
bad round. This is DGC, and
anything can happen here in
the next two days. "

‘Amongother Indians, Neha
Tripathi shot two aver 74 to be
tied 36 while Sharmila Nicollet
carded a disappointing three
over to beat tied 47th.

Veteran Simi Mehra strug-
gled with a five-over 77 to stay
further behind.

DH News Service

nine with

birdies at the first, fourth and {22}

sixth holes. She evened out her

‘bogeyatthe seventh by hitting

abirdie on the eighth.
“Ithinkit Alent dri

Fra), Thit 3
68: Hannah Jul (Usa); 69: Charley
Hull (Eng), 70: Titiya Plucksataporm
(Tha, Bo-MiSuh (Kor); 71: Grace Lee
(Kar) , Sarah Kemp (Aus), Sophie

ing that made my day. The
course is very challenging and

{S¢o), Elina Nummenpaa (Fil.
Danielle Montgomery (Eng)
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HITTING STRAWNT: With six birdies and, more importantly, a bogie-free round, Valentine Derrey will be
looking far an encore on the second day. - PHOTO: RAJEEV BHATT

Suwannapura, Derrey
hold fort on day one

GOLF / Favourites fail to cash in on favourable conditions *

I Jthra. (p‘ll’ll‘:;\n

NEW DELHH Fora course consid-
ered tricky even by the best
professiorials, the greens at the
Delhi Golf (_uum were quite
benign on the first day of the
Hero Women's Indian Open on

ursday.

But while the tournament fa-
wvourites fdiled to cash in on the
bright sunshine and favourable
conditions, Thidapa Suwan-
napura and Valentine Derrey
raced ahead in the afternoon
with impressive scores of six-
under 66 to be tied at the top
after Round One.

Suwanriapura, who finished
tied 13th in the tournament last
year, had seven birdies in her

back nine, Su-
birdied the 1ith,
[ 16thHoles  before
moving tg the front nine for

three more on the 1st, 4thand
6th before dropping a shot on
the par-three 7th hole. But she
recavered immediately to bird-
ie the next.

Good strategy

Her strategy to only keep the
ball in play paid off.

“Given the kind of tough
course it is, you cannot afford
to hit into the trees, You will
end up tearing vour shirt,

“Sa. I was only thinking of
hitting straight. 1 don’t even
know my final score, but I
didn't expect such low scores,”
the LPGA regular said after fin-
ishing her round,

Hitting straight \was the
trump card for Derréy as well,
The 66 is the lowest ever she
has shot in her career so far,
and the Frenchwoman was ex-
pectedly happy.

With six birdies and, more

importantly, a  bogie-free
round, Derrey was hopeful of
continuing the charge on the
second day.

Unexpected scores

The scores were not expect-
ed when the best performance
in the morning was a four-un-
der by Hannah Jun of USA.
Jun, playing in her second Indi-
an Open, hardly used her driv-
er, just like everyone else,

“1 hit a lot of birdie putts but
onthis course, a driver is hardly
useful. It's more about accura-
cy on the tough and tight fair-
ways than power,” she said.

Seventeen-year old Charley
Hull of England, in contention
for the Ladies European Tour's
Rookie of the Year award, was
placed fourth with a 69. Veter-
an Sophie Gustafson of Sweden
was one-under for the day
while Frenchwoman Gwladys

Nocera shot three-over

Vani Kapoor and Gauri Mon-
#a led the Indian hopes with
one-over 73 on the first day to
be placed tied 15th.

“T made a couple of mistakes
today but 1 am satisfied with
the start I have made.

“There is nothing drastic 1
need to change, just fine-tune
my game a bit for the next
round,” the Gurgaon girl said.

Amateur Monga was un-
lucky, shooting a triple bogey
on the last hole after having
managed to keep her score un-
der par through the day.

scores: 66

nagura (Tha), Valentine Derrey (Fra);
68: Hanna Jun (USA); 69: Charley
Hul (Eng); 70: Titiya Plucksatapom
(Tha), Bo-Mi Suh (Kor); hie
Gustatson, (Swe), Grace Lee (Kor),
Sarah Kemp (Aus); 72: Danietie Mont-
gomery (GBR), Elna Numny
(Fin), Kylie Walker {Sco)
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GOLF: VAN, BAURITOP
INDINS AT DGC ON DAY ONE

NEW DELHE Vani Kapoor and amateur
Gaurl Monga kept the Indian hopes
high as they shot one-over 73 each
to end the first round in tied 13th
position in the $300,000 Hero
‘Women'’s Indian Open 2013 here on
Thursday. Thailand's Thidapa
Suwannapura and French golfer
Valentine Derrey stole the limelight
with matching rounds of 66 for joint
lead at the Delhi Golf Club with 2L
other golfers. Neha Tripathi, the win-
ner of the Hero Women's Pro Galf
Tour order of merit list this season,
s a stroke behind Vani and Gauri in
tied 36th, while Sharmila Nicollet,
the only Indian to have a card on
Ladies European Tour shot a three-
over 75 for 47th place. Amateurs
Millie Saroha and Aditi Ashok man-
aged 76 while Smriti Mehra isa
stroke behind them in tied 66th
place with Ankita Tiwana, Rhea Nair
and Gursi;nar Badhwal. PTI



ATION -

Frenchwoman shoots 66 to share lead [,
with Thailand’s Thid: ter R

1119 ]

By Shaghil Bilali in New Delhi

ALENTINE Derrey

and Thailand’s d

Suwannapura made a blister-

ing start at a “challenging”

Delhi Golf Club (DGC) as

they shot a six-under 66 each
to share the lead after the first round of
the Hero Women's Indian Open golf
tournament on Thursday.

US golfer Hannah Jun was third, two strokes
behind the leaders. Ladies European Tour
(LET) sensation Charley Hull of England shot
69 to be one stroke ahead of Thai Totiya Pluck-
sataporn and South Korean Bo-Mi Suh, and
twa strokes in front of Swede Sophie Gustafson,
a multiple winner on LE

Indians golfers failed to make most of the home

none of them shot an under o even
par round in relatively easy ¢« Lions. The bes!
Indians were Gurgaon girl Vani Kapoor and e
amateur Gauri Monga, who shot a one-over 73
each to end the day in the tied 13th position.

Vani & Gauri are tied 13th
while Sharmila 47th at
Women's Indian Open

Neha Tripathi, winner of the order of merit on
the domestic tour, shot Lwo-over 74 for 36th
position while Sharmila Nicollet, India’s only
golfer to have a card on the LET, failed to live up
to her billing. After a card of three-over 75, she
is languishing at 47th position, one stroke bet-
ter than amateur Aditi Ashok and two ahead of
a pack of stalwart Smriti Mehra, Ankita Tiwana,
Rhea Nair and amateurs Gursimar Badhwal
and Millie Saroha.

Valentine, 26, who is yet to reg-

ister a win on the LET, didn't
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THIDAPAS. (THA)

VALENTINE DERREY (FRA) 66
HANNAH JUN (USA) 68
CHARLEY HULL (ENG) 69
TITIYAP. (THA) T0
BO-MI SUH (KOR) 70
SOPHIE GUSTAFSON (SWE) n
GRACE LEE (KOR) g
VANI KAPOOR (IND) 73
GAURI MONGA (IND) 73

maiden victory on the LET, said

drop a shot throughout the day
in a’round that was decorated six
birdies. The Frenchwoman found
the course to be tough when she
practiced on Wednesday but said
that patience paid dividends on
Thursday. “I practiced yesterday
and felt that narrow fairwa;

e this course quite challeng-
ing. Today, I told myself not to be
aggressive and keep patience. I

kept the tee shots on fairways and
other things fell in pla

Thidapa, who finished 13th at
the Indian Open last year,
seemed to start from where he
had left, as she made seven
birdies while dropped Just one
shot at ging” DGC.

The 21-year-old golfer stmed
from the 10th and dropped just
one shot on the seventh hole.

Thidapa, who is chasing her

accurate hitting made her day.
“Though I putted well, it was
excellent driving that made my
dw The course is very challenging
and you have to be very accurate
iere.- she aas
Among the Indians, Vani made
a flying start when she knocked
in an opening-hole birdie from 15
feet. She dropped her first shot
on the sixth but made a recov-

L)
?

P

France’s Valentine
Derrey and India’s
Vani Kapoor (left)
tee off during the
first round of the
Hero Women's
Indlan Dpell inthe
Capil

T"lUI‘SdB‘V

ery, sinking a 15-footer for a
birdie on seventh. She lost her
momentum on back nine and
dropped shots on the 14th and
16th, but she was satisfied with
her overall performance.
“An even-par round would have
been much better but it wasn'ta
d round either. T drove and
putted well and used my drivera
lot. 1 am seven strokes behind
joint leaders, but this is DGC,

NTINE'S DAY

SN - R

and anything can happen here in
vo days. So, [ am hopeful
of a better show in me upcom-
ing rounds,” said Vani
Sharmila said it Wasn‘t a start
she wanted to have but is eyeing
to make a comeback. “I didn't
expect a three-over on the first
day. 1 think I need more aceu-
racy in next two rounds. [ am
not disappointed and want to
recover in next two days.”
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“Vani, Gauri best Indians

New Delhi: Vani Kapoor and amatsur
Gauri Monga kept the Indian hopes
high as they shot one-over 73 each lo
end the first round in tied 13th
position in the USI 000 Hero
Women's Indian 0
ursday.
Thailand's Thidapa
Suwannapura and French qumr
bhlunme D:rrw stolg the limelight
imaiching rounds of 66 for joint
ll@daﬂh‘ Dethi Golf Club (DGC) with
21 ather golfers.

Neha Tripathi, the winner of the
Hero Women's Pro Golf Tour order of
merit list this season, is a stroke
behind Vani and Gauri in tied 36th
position, while Hero Moto Corp-
sponsored Sharmila Nicollet, the only
Indian to have a card on Ladies
European Tour, wasn't in her best
form and shot a three-over 75 for
47th place. PNS
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VALENTINE, THIDAPA
SHOOT INTO LEAD

Indians Find Going
Tough At The DGC

Ritu Sejwal |

New Delhi: France's Valentine Derrey
and Thailand’s Thidapa Suwannapura
brokeaway from the pack to be in joint lead
after the opening round of the seventh adi-
tion of the Hero Women’s Indian Open at
the Delhi Golf Clubon Thursday.
Theduocardedasix-undergeachtogo
two better than American Hannah Jun,
the early leader. England’s Charley Hull
was fourth with a three-under 69, with

'WOMEN’S INDIAN OPEN

Valentine Derrey hits a shot onmuray

Joint-lead

‘Thailand's Titiya P!
South Korea’s Bo-Mih Suh R:]]nwlngafur
ther stroke behind.

Darrey never dropped a shot and card-
edslxhnmesanDayOne The 26- ,
who is yet to win a title on the Ladies Eu-
ropean Tour, has had third and second-
place finishes at the Helsingborg Open (in
September) and Lacoste Ladies Open de
France {October). “I knew I was playing
well thelast few months. I made some good
putts today,” Derrey said. “I played pretty
steady and didn't really make any mis-
takes. I was not thinking about the score
and wastakingitoneholeata time. I gener-
ally don't keep a goal when Iplay and just
try toenjoy the round,” she said. '

Even a narrow fairway at the DGC
could not discourage Derrey from using
her driver. “My driving was good and I
used it seven or eight times during the
play,” she added.

who card-
&d seven birdies and a bogey on the 7th
hole, was pleasantly surprised with her
show. “Tdid not expect to play six-under. 1
justhititstraight, keepingthe ball inplay.”

Hannah, who played better on the back
‘nine, said: “The course istight. The greens
arereally firm rightnow and if it (greens)
wereany faster, the course would bemuch
harder toplay.”

Vani, Gauri tied 13th

India’s Vani Kapoor and Gauri Monga
(amateur) shot one-over 73 to be tied 13th.
“Even-par would have been much better
but it wasn't a bad round. I drove and put-
ted well. Iam seven behind the leaders, but
thisis DGC, and anything can happen over
thenexttwodays. [am hopeful,” Vani said.
Indian Order of Merit leader Neha Tri-
pathi was languishing at tied 36th. Shar-
milaNicolletshotathree-over 75tobe47th.
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Vani, Gauri
topIndiansat
DGConDay1

Gauri Monga kept the Indian
hopes high, both shooting
oné-over 73 o end the first
round in tied 13th position in
the $300,000 Women's Indian
Open on Thursday.

Thailand's Thidapa Suwan-
napura and France's Valen-
tine Derrey stole the lime-
light with matching rounds of
66 for joint lead at the Delhi
Golf Club (DGC) with 21 oth-
er golfers.”

Neha Tripathi, winner of
the Women's Pro Golf’ Tour
order of merit list this season,
is a stroke behind Vani and

Ladies:
in her best form and shot a
three-over 75 for 47th place.
Amateurs Millie Saroha
and Aditi Ashok managed a
76 each, while stalwart Smriti
Mehra is a stroke behind
them in tied 66th place with
compatriots Ankita Tiwana,
Rhea Nair and amateur Gur-
simar Badhwal. — PTT



