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Ladies set for DGC challenge
Ritu Sejwal | tvn an challenge. Sharmila Nicol-  confidence is back. It's a three-
lette and Vani Kapoor arealso  round event so you have to
New Delhi: A narrow fairway  expected to put up a strong  start strong, get off to a fast

and afaster courseat the Delhi
Golf Club will throw some
tricky nges when the
sevenmedltﬂon of the $300,000
Hero Women's Indian Open

d

Nocera, who is fourth on
the Ladies Eurapean Tour Or-
der of Merit after winning in
Slovakia and Chg]'la felt ‘hal

startsoyoudon't waste time."”
" Meanwhile, England’s Liz
Young, who is yet to wina ma-
jortitle this year, made a heady
start by leading her teamto a

teesaff on Thursday her accuracy with the driver  fingwinin the Pro-Am.
Nehais| the
GOLF:WOMEN’S INDIAN OPEN year on a high. “It's been a

The three-day event, being

held at the historic course for
the first time, will have a host

of international stars like

Neha Tripathi, who won a
tournament at the DGC in O¢-
tober, will spearhead the Indi-

shwmnmhennguu[stew[
l]lEl played the front nine.
course is narrow and
u'ickyao basically you have to
do everything right. My accu-
racy with the driver is good so
it's not a problem. It's more
about distance control and
strategy to avoid the hazards,”
Nocera, who warmed up with
the Pro-Am on Wednesday,

great season. I've had good
scores through the season. My
have

playing much more consistent
thanbefore,” Neha said.

The 108strong field, in-
cluding 45 LET members, will
tee up in the 54-hole strokeplay
event. The cut will be applied
tothe leading 60 prosand those.
tied after tworounds.

said. “T'm playi my

Over then.
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Sharmila, Simi lead hosts’ charge

PRIYANKA SHARMA
NEW DELHI, NOV. 27

Even as the overseas play-
ers were making the most

course and conditions —
home golfers were busy
fancying their chances
against  higher-ranked
opponents ahead of the
§300,000 Hero Women's
Indian Open, which fees
off at the Delhi Golf
Course on Thurs:
Indms women golfers,
y the seasoned
Sharmlla Nicolett. and
veteran SImL Mehra, are
banking on their know!

edge of D(.L — the home
course for most of them
— and their style of
game, to excel this week.
The 54-hole strokeplay

Tour and the Women's
Golf  Association of
India, has been for the
first time moved out of
the DLF Golf and
Couniry Club to a new
venue.

Order of Merit leader
Neha Tripathi, local star
Vani Kapoor, Ankita
‘Tiwana besides amateurs

Aditi  Ashok, Gauri
Monga and  Gurbani

Singh will be the other
home players in the field
of 107, that has 19
Indians (12+7 amateurs)
and 43 LET players.

Vani, who has won
twice on the domestic
tour, was confident of
‘putting up a good show.

“DGC suits my game,
which demands straight
hitting and accuracy. [
hope 1 will have an edge
uver ulhen; hele. which

1y hom
"l lhmk !he LE"I play-
ers will be intimidated by
the narrow fairways
which have bushes on
both sides. They are used

longer

However she added:
“The greens are faster
than usual. [ guess,
done to suit the LET stan-
dards.” Meanwhile, Aditi
was happy to return to
one of favourite courses,
where she recor her
best score of four-under.

NOCERA LOOKS FO
2007 REPLICA
LET star Gwladys

Nocera will lead the over-
seas players including
the English duo of
Charley Hull and Holly
COlyburn besides Swede

Sophie Gustafson and
South Korea's Chung Ye
Na among others.
Nocera, with two LET
wins this season includ-
ing the recent event in

lar field. Having won the
EmaarMGF Ladies
Masters, the country’s
first event
Bengals , the 38-
year old Frenchwomen

repeat the
success lh1s. week.

Nocera has, in fact,
chalked out strategy to
tame the challenges at
the DGC.

‘Mv accuracy with the

r is good so it's not a
pmblem of the I'airmy
being narrow,”
Nocera. adding that at

“it’s more about
mﬂ.la ce contral”.

Leading LET rﬂukies
Hull and Clyburn, on
their first visit to India,
were eyeing progress in
the race to win the 2013
LET Rolex Rookie of the
Year Awal

Past winners Phallum
Pornanong 2012)
Caroline Hedwall (2011)
besides top LET names
like Lee-Ann Pace and
Carlota Ciganda, howev-
er, will be missing from
the action this time.
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Golf Women's Indian Open

Sharmila hopes
to strike form

NEW DELHI: After their male
counterparts, itis the turn of
the women golfers to make
an impact on their home
turf when the $300,000
Hero Indian Open 2013 tees.
off at the Delhi Golf Club
(DGC) here on Thursday.
The three-day event, the only
Ladies European Tour event in
Indiain itsseventh edition, is be-
ing held for the firsttime at DGC
after holding the previous edi-
tions at DLF course in Gurgaon.
Sharmila Nicollet leads the
home pack ineluding a total of
19 golfers including seven am-
ateurs. Vani Kapoor, Neha Tri-
pathi and veteran Smriti Mehra
are other notable Indian
golfers. The event has a com-
| peumeﬁddoﬂﬂ%playmm
prising the likes of Gwladys No-
cera of France, Holly Clyburn
and LET rookie Charley Hull
of England, Sophie Gustafson
of Sweden and Chung Ye Na
from South Korea.
Chnllmlgmg the foreigners
ill be the tree-lined course,
‘which demands accuracy, and
gives the Indian golfers a bit of
edge. Local girl Vani, the win-
ner of the last two legs on the
domestic tour, is confident
about her chances in front of
the home crowd. “The course
islaoking good, both the greens

is hopeful os

ave improved

£ ame. lhopingfur

a top-10 finish and re[ammg
myLET for next year,” she said.
The ladies did no:dmyfcd-

ing the pressure of performing
at home but preferred to take
it as a learning process. Neha,
who won this season’s Order of
Merit thanks to five victories
|m:|udmga tournament at the
DGC nped o pmk up some

alongside the top LET players.
“There will be a burden of
expecrations on Indian golfers,
but the tournament will pro-
vide us a great opportunity to
learn a lot of things from sea-
soned LET players,” said Neha.
“Thave done well here solam
confident of my performance.”
Sweden's Sophie Gustafson,
afour-time winner of the LET
Order of Meritwith 26 tourna-
ment wins to her credit, is one
of the longer hitters on tour
with an average drive of 256
yards, but will not like ro use
h:rdr‘w:rkecpi 1 in mind the
nature of course. “I wouldn't
have done it normally but there
isn'tone hole thatI'd even con-

sider taking driver,” she said.
The players will tee upin the
54-hole stroke play event, with
acut to the leading 60 profes-
dthose tied after two

and fair il tshape
Tam confident of doing well.”
Sharmila, who is recovering

rounds.
DH News Service
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Indians look to bank

on home advantage

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: The seventh edition
of the Hero Women’s Indian
Open golf tournament will tee
-off at the Delhi Golf Club here
on Thursday.

And one thing is certain -
the absence of any former win-
ner of the tournament, the
event will have a new winner
this year,

The Indian challenge will be

| led by Sharmila Nicollet, the
only Indian to play on the La-
dies European Tour.
hopefuls would be banking on
home advantage to try and get
the first Indian winner of the
$300,000 event, the biggest
professional golf tournament
for women in the country.

The three-day competition
will see 107 golfers taking part
including 19 Indians and tour-
nament favourites like Gwladys

| Nocera of France, Hally Clyu-
burn of England and Chung Ye
Na of Korea. Three times win-
ner and defending champion
Phatlum Pornanong, currently
playing on the LPGA tour, has

Local

Sharmila Nicollet.
~FILE PHOTO

decided to skip the event.
“Playing here will definitely
‘be an advantage though there is
alot of expectation. I am aim-
ing for a top-10 finish,” admi
ted Nicollet. The cut will be
applied to the top 60 profes-
sionals and ties after Round 2.

A challenge

Vani Kapoor, who honed her

skills on the DGCand is second
an_ the Hero Order of Merit
2018, said the cheering crowd
will be an advantage but the
course could not be taken light-
ly.

“The course is in good condi-
tion but it will be challenging.
My main target is to make sure
1keep the ball in play,” she said.

Neha Tripathi, leading the
Order of Merit, felt it would be
tough for an Indian to win the
tournament.

“1 am confident of my game
but so are many others. A lot of
players are doing very well,
Knowing the course helps but
that will not make it any easier
for an Indian to go for a win
here,” she said. The DGC is
hosting the event for the first
time.

Nicollet, who got injured in
April this year, said there was
no pain now but was not 100
per cent fit. The event is tri-
sanctioned by the Ladies Eu-
ropean Tour (LET), the Ladies
Asian Golf Tour (LAGT) and
the Women’s Golf Assoeiation
of India (WGAD.
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Ladies

gear up for

DGC challenge

NEW DELHI: New ground, new
hope? When the Hero Women's
Indian Open tees off at a new
venue, the Indian challengers
will " ‘ v

Indian golfer with a LET card,
is hoping for the best. Thanks
to a toe injury, the youngster
has had a topsy-turvy season.
“Playing at home should be an
advantage because we know the
course However, therearealot
‘sald Sharmila,

tage plays a crucial role. After
all, it is a course that's dear to
them.

With the likes of Gwladys
Nocera of France, Holly
Clyburn and Ladies European
Tour (LET) raokie Charley Hull
from England, Swede Sophie
Gustafson and Chung Ye Na
from South Korea taking part,
the Indian golfers will have
their task cut out at the Delhi
Golf Club, which will be hosting

whu islooking to secure her LET
card for next season.

‘Another hopeful, Vani Kapoor,
is confident. Having won the last
twa legs of the Hero Women's
‘Professional Golf Tour, the local
girl is eager to performat home.
“’l'mmnsandrammvsmm
great shape,” said Vani. There
are 19 Indian golfers in the field
of 106. Korea's Chung is excited
about playing in India. Having

f her

career
Ladies Open

umm)
tri-sanctioned event
Sharmila Nlcollﬂ the sole

in chmaafew weeks ago, she is
‘hoping to continue from there.
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Asians
hold edge

Testing time for European Tour
golfers at Women'’s Indian Open

By Shaghil Bilali in New Delhi

ISING stars Sharmila
Nicollet, Neha Tripathi and
Vani Kapoor will lead the
local challenge while some
of the finest usnm: Asian
v players have a g
tunity te win the scvent
Women's Indian Open tourr
starting here on Thursday.

The tree-lined narrow fair-

(DGC) are expected to test
the golfers, Includlng a
depleted field from the
Ladies European Tour
(LET) in three-day 54-hole
competluun that carries a
$300,000 prize purse.
Besides the vmmsst-ﬂm
the Women's Pmrcislonzl
Golf 'ruur of India like
kita Tiwana, veteran pro
Smiriti \(whra is part of the
strong Indian ﬂcld as the
venue shifts from the DLF
Golf and Country Club for
the first time since 2007.
For top amateurs Aditi
Ashok, who has so far been
the best Indian finisher
at the Indian Open,
at the eighth spot
last year, Gurbani
singh and Gaur
Monga, it will be
a big platform
to showcase
their  talent.
There will be a
total of 19 golrcn
including 12 pro.
and seven uma-

e it's a j sanc
i event by LAT and
nd provides the con-
tinental golfers a huge
o} rtunity to earn mone;

and world inis,
six of top seven players
from e vying for
the title.

South Korean Ye Na
Chung, No.2 on the order of
merit on LAT, Patchara-
chuta Kongkapan, Titiya
Plucksataporn, Nontaya
Srisawang and Rungthiwa
Pangjan — all from Thai-
land — are in the fray.

The narrow fair-
ways, surrounded
by bushes and
trees don't pro-
vide ideal condi-

po e forte
teurs, from India. [EREISILETEY Of LET coliers

experience for Indians than

winning the title, although

Aditi created a stir last

year. Even if two Indians

Tinish among the top 10, it

will be a big achievement
- for the country.

As far as the LET fleld is
concerned, only three play-
¢rs among top 10 and five

top 20 are in the fray.
Lonsldeﬂng that world's
top golfers don't play regu-
larly on LET, it is a depleted
field.

Frenchwoman Gwladys
Nocera, winner of an
event in China this month
and No. 4 on order of merit,

ner on LET, rookie sensa-
tions Englishwomen
Charley Hull, who has
scored four runner-up fin-
ishes this season, Hol-
ley (k)l,l,b\im No.6and No.8
on the order of merit

but accuracy —
strong point I)I'lhe
Asians — that matters at
the DGC. It is here when
the Asian golfers come into
the picture. Though alot of
Asians play onlong courses.
these days, they are known
mure for their accuracy
han power and t! uld
hclp them turn the match
into their favour this week.
However, they can't be
complacent against globe-
trotter Europeans who
have played across the
world on different courses,
and can topple the field on
any given day.
“The are fine but
the greens are a bit faster
wmr‘n can give advantage

to LET players. But at
DGC, it's more about accu-
racy. I think the advantage
o! plwmg on home course
g the nuances of
|L Wlll Bd.d u] the Indian's
advantage,” Necha said
about the course condi-

tions.

Nepal enter World T20

NEPAL on Wednesday
made history when they
qualified for their maiden
major ICC event by pro-
gressing to next year's
‘World Twenty20 Champi-
onships after a five-wicket
victory over Hong Kong in
the qualifiers in Abu Dhabi.

Chasing 144 runs for vic-
tory, Nepal survived a
last-over scare to score
the required 13 runs, with
[D runs coming from

e fl

Nepal in the event were
the United Arab Emirates
(UAE), which successfully
defended a modest score
of 118 runs to upset the
Netherlands by 10 runs.
This will be the first time
since 1996 World Cup that
the UAE will make an
appearance on the global

stage.

Atotal of four sides have
now sealed their places in
the World Twenty20
after Afghanistan
and Ireland

ball misfield MEELELILILAE booked their
producing the, STl BT 1S berths on Mon-
winning runs. inBangladesh [JCLA

Also joining PT;
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