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Indlans bank on home advantage

WOMEN'S | GOLF

PRIYANKA SHARMA
NEW DELHI, NOV. 26

For Sharmila X
the 2013 season h,
as a contrast to last year
when she earned a card
on the Ladies European
Tour: A multiple-toe frac-
ture in April had forced
her out of action for four
months, resulting in pull-
outs from several LET
events, along with a few
domestic tournaments.
She also lost her LET
card besides suffering a
dip in form and confi-
dence.

But ahead of the
$300,000 Hero Women's
Indian Open, that starts
with the Pro-Am on
Wednesday, a rejuvenated
Sharmila feels she has a

Sharmila Nicollet

fair chance to be in con-
tention at the challenging
Delhi Golf Club this
week. “I hardly had a sea-
son, I started off well, but
the injury kept me away
action for four
months. And it was
tough, The injury is

almost healed now. | went

Physu:ally. T feel stronger
ow.” said Sharmila, who
ls plmming to go for the
LET qualifiers this vear.
“I have played a lot here
as an amateur. [ will be
out in the field with a
strategy. 1 feel the
Indians, including me,
will have a fair chance in
the event. I just need to
put together three days of
consistent golf,” added
the lanky Bengalurean
golfer, who will lead the
20-strong Indian chal-
lenge-in the field of 107
girl Vani Kapoor,
who has won a domestic
pro tou event at the DGC
in October, will also be
one of the Indian con-
tenders to watch out for

ai (he tri-sanctioned
Meam\hlle. Order of
Merit  Jeader Neha
Tripathi felt that Indians
wonld have an edge at the
event, considering the
nature of the course.

“Overseas players are
comfortable on longer
courses, so we have a bet-
ter chance, it's like a

home course.”
Sharmila - however
warned, * is no

room for an error at this
course. You need to be
very accurate off the tees
in such a tight course. It
will be a great challenge.”

Home advantage
notwithstanding,  the
Indian golfers should be
ready for a strong chal-
lenge from LET stars
Gwladys Nocera and
Holly Clyburn among
others.
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Rest of the
World wins

Skills Challenge

NEW DELHI: Round One of the
seventh women's Indian Open
golf may have gone to the vis-
itor, but local hopes are far
from worried aboul their
performances.

The Skills Chal
contest event that fests &
fers on individual
through the 18-hole course, was
won by the Rest of the World
team at the Delhi Golf Course
on Tuesday. The event is heing
held at the picturesque venue
for the first time.

“Playing here will definitely
be an advantage for the Indi-
ans, but at the same time it will
not be a cakewalk. There are
some really good players here
and it will be avery challenging
three days for anyone to be in
contention for the top spot,”
said Vani Kapoor, currently
second on the Indian Order of
Merit and one of the top Indian
draws at the event.

The event will tee off on
Thursday.

The results: Skills Challenge:

Correspondent »
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Home advantage
for Indlan gﬂ!fers

NEW DELHI: Home advantage
is always of hélp. And that’s
exactly what Indians playing in
the seventh edition of the Hero
Women's Indian Open will be

for.

Being held at the Delhi Golf
Club for the first time from

ursday- the $30,000
(R20 lakh) tri-sanctioned event
by the Ladies European Tour,
Ladies Asian Golf Tour and
Womens' Golf Association of
India), qu have the likes of
Sharmila , Vani Kapoor
and Neha'h‘ipmhihwingfura
top-10 finish.

“You are playing in India.
You've played on this course
before so that will be an advan-
tage, definitely,” says Nicollet,
India’s sole golfer playing on the
LET. Thanks to an injury, this
season has been rather topsy-
turyy for the yonngster and she

isaiming to secure her card for
next sedsom oo
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Indian golfers (I'rnm left) Neha

Val
and Sharmila Nicollet with the Hero Women's
Indian Open trophy in the Capital on Tuesday.

Indians seeking
home advantage

By Shaghil Bilali in New Delhi

HERO Women's Indian Open golf tourna-
ment, India’s biggest and the only Ladies
European Tour (LET) event, starting
Thursday will see a change of venue for the
first time in its seven-year history.

The treacherous Delhi Golf Club (DGC) will be
the new venue, and not the traditional DLF Golf

Women golfers want to
cash in on knowledge
of Delhi Golf Club

and Country Club in Gurgaon.

It will also be a change from an
open to a narrow course, and the
leading Indian golfers feel the local
players would have an edge at the
new venue since their game is suited
more to the DGC

Sharmila Nicollet, the only Indian
to have a card on the LET, says the
crowd support and the nature of
course would add to the local play-
ers’ advantage.

“The DGC has tree-lined narrow
fairways. Here, it's accuracy and not
the power that is necessary to shoot
low scores. Since local players know
this course better than their foreign
counterparts, L A \huol some
really low

“We will have. ﬁuppurt ‘ot local fans

and that will also boost us to perform
better. Iam recovcrmg from the injury
but my game is improving. My target
is to play three consistent rounds and
finish in top-10," said Sharmila, who is
recovering from a toe injury.

On the other hand, Neha Tripathi,
India’s No.1 golfer on the domestic
tour, is set to appear in her fourth
Indian Open. She has won five
avents this season, including
one at the DGC. She sald
playing alongside top

learn a lot of things from them, like
the way they carry themselves on
the course and their approach to the
game,” she outlined. “I have played a
lot on this course and won an event
here. I have had a pretty good sea-
son and want to carry forward the
form into the Indian Open.

n-form Vani Kapoor, winner of the
two events last month, wants to cash

in on her knowledge of the
course, “The DGC is like my
home course. [ know the

European players rwuuld Sharmila nuances ufthic cmtxﬁse and
be a learning experience i want to exploit the con-
for b N"“llg"tierf: a ditions to the best of my
Playing in_a field top-10 finish at owledge. The course
that has top LET play- ERUEAVMGTHERRGIENE is pmmg well and
ers will add a bit pres- RIS should bealo ring

sure on us, but we can

tournament,” she said.
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Indians hope to do well in

(From left) Neha Tripathi, Vani Kapoor

wom 11: Indlan OpenGo]f,

and Sharmila Nicollet umil

Indian Open Golf trophy. in New Delhi on Tuesday. « sks.

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, 26 November
Indian women golfers today
exuded confidence of per-
forming well in the in the
$300,000 Hero Women's Indi-
an Open whieh starts with
the Pro-Am at the Delhi
Golf Club here from tomor-

row.
Around 20 Indian golfers

will be taking part in the

event, which is tri-sanc-
tioned by the Ladies Euro-
pean Tour (LET), Ladies
Asian Golf Tour (LAGT)
and the Womens' Golf Asso-
ciation of India (WGAT).

Spearheaded by seasone
campaigner Sharmila Nicol-
lel the Indians hope to cap-

on the home advan

1alise itage
in the star studded field
‘when they prepare tomount

a strong challenge in the
three-day

main tournament

from 2B to 30 November.
Talking to media per-
sons here Nicollet was can-
did enough to admit that

playmg al the DGC would

beanadvantage for
theIndians.

"Playing here will defi.
nitely be an advantage. It is
going to give an edge.
mugh,lhereisalotofblm
andexpectations,” shesaid,

addmg"lama:ming(orahp'

10 i

was nof ful v

recove
she suffered in 'April. o
“Unfortunately, 1 was
injured and was advised to
restforacouple of months.
Lam working on my fitness
and undergoing rehab. [am
not 100 per centfitbut Thape -
to do well here. My aim is
to be injury free and pain
free. I have been working on
my fitness and have
improved on my short game.
il

e

card for next year," shesaid.
Order of Merit leader-
Neha Tripathi, also sound-
ed confidentof good show-
ing. "Everyone’s expecting
alot from us so that could
add to the pressure, Since
have done well here, I am
pretty confident. [t will be
agood learning experience
playing along side soifie of
the top golfers,” said Neha.

TEAM ASIA 4

‘Rest of the World' team
beat "Asia’ 3-1 in the 'Hero
Skills Challenge' at the par-
72, Delhi Golf Club (DGCY
course here today.

The Rest of the World
team comprising Sophie
Gustafson (Sweden), Gwla-
dys Nocera (France), Holly -
Clyburn(England) and
Maria Balikoeva (Russia)
beat The Asian team of
Sharmila Nicollet, Neha
Tripathi, Vani Kapoor (
India) and Chung Ye Na
{Korea) 3-1. The winners
earned Rs 90,000 for their
efforts while Team Asia
receivéd Rs 30,000. Each
sKills contest was worth a
prize purse of Rs

The Hero Skills Chal-
‘lenge’ teed off with the
Longest Drive' competition.
Restof the World beat Asia
in this format after Ladies
European Tour star Sophie-

Gus
ury

test came in the form 0{ a
265-yard effort by thrml

* laNicollet.
Sharmila however, puilcd

‘Closest to the Pin' contest’
with herballoomlngtoresl.
3.5feet fromthe pin. |
the Restof the Worldoould'
manage in this category
was a 12 feet 6 inch cffort

I am feeling

an
hopefully, I can secure a

i
R i
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Euro stars shine in skills challenge

Rohan Puri | nn

New Delhi: Even as the golfers prepare
for the Hero V en’s Indian Open
which begins on Thu y
part in a engaging skills challenge in
which Restof the World beat Team Asia
#1atthe Delhi Golf Clubon Tuesday.
Rest of the World, comprising Gwla-
dys Nocera (France), Holly Clyburn
(England), Sophie Gustafson (Sweden)
and Maria Balikoeva (Russia), upstaged
Team Asia comprising Sharmila Nicol
let, Vani Kapoor, Neha Tripathi (all In-
dia)and Chung YeNa(Korea)easily The

WOMEN'S INDIAN OPEN

players competed in four skills: longest
drive, closest to the pin, bunker shot and
puttingcontest.

The Indian Open commences
the Pro-Am on Wednesday; follow
the three-day main strokeplay tol
‘ment. Theevent is being heldat DGC for
the first time and will see 107 golfers
from more than30countries battle itout
in the$300000 tourney.

“I am feeling confident and hope to
put in three good rounds. My game has
improved a lot and am paying more at-
tention to my fitness,” said Sharmila
Nicollet, who is the youngest Indian to
have gualified for the Ladies European
Tour {(LET). Current Indian Order of
Meritleader Neha Tripathisaid she was
confident of putting up a good show.

TOP SHOT: Gwladys Nocera will be one of the favourites for the Indian Open title

ame has improved alot and it has
beenarea]]yguodsenwnﬁurme " When
asked what she thought was the most
challenging partof the course, shesaid,
“Keepingtheball on the fairway.”

All eyes will be on Nocera who lrms

Clyburn, another marquee name,
said she was excited to be part of the In-
dian Open. She is currently placed @
eighth in the Order of Merit 1

The Indian contingent mean-
v\m]e hoping that playing in front of :

been ingood for:
umphant run in the China Suzhou Ta:
hu Open earlier this month. “This year
has gone well for me. I will do my best
butyounever know what will happenon
the course,” she told TOL The 38-year
old is currently placed fourth in the Or-
devof Merit for 2013 with total earnings
af euro210,894.38 from 20appearances.

the ‘would work in their fa-
“% do have an advantage,” said
Shdnmla “Yes, we do have an edge
it can also put a bit of pressure on us,”
added Vani. :
Thelndian Openistri-sanctionedby :
the Ladies European Tour, the Ladies -
Asian Golf Tour and Women's Golf
sociation of India.
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Euro stars shine in skills challenge

Rohan Puri| T

New Delhi: Even as the golfers prepare
for the Hero Women's Indfa
which begins on Th
part in a engaging s i!
whichRestof the World beat Team Asia
31 at the Delhi Golf Clubon Tuesday.
Rest of the World, comprising Gwla-
dys Nocera (France), Holly Clyburn
(England), Sophie Gustafson (Sweden)
andMaria Balikoeva (Russia), upstaged
‘Team Asia comprising Sharmila Nicol-
let, Vani Kapoor, Neha Tripathi (all In-
dia)and Chung Ye Na (Korea)easily The

players competed in four skills: longest
drive, closest tothe pin, bunker shotand
putting contest.

The Indian Open conmences with
the Pro-Am on Wednesday, followed by
the three-day main strokeplay tourna-
ment. Theevent is being held at DGC for
the first time and will see 107 golfers
from more than30 countries battle it out
in the $300000 tourney.

*T am feeling confident and hope to
put in three good rounds. My game has
improved a lot and am paying more at-
tention to my fitness,” said Sharmila
Nicollet, who is the youngest Indian to
have qualified for the Ladies European
Tour (LET). Current Indian Order of
Meritleader Neha Tripathisaidshewas
confident of putting up & good show,

will be one of

for

“My game has improved alot and it has
been areally

Clyburn, another marquee name,

me.”When  saidshe loflhe In-
asked what she thought was the most ~ dian Open. She is currenily placed
challenging part of thecourse,shesaid,  eighth in theOrderof Merit.

“Keeping the ballon the fairway”

All eyes will be on Nocera who has
been ingood formand iscoming offa tri
umphant run in the China Suzhou Tai-
‘u Open earlier this month. “This vear
'has gone well for me. I will do my best
butyounever knowwhatwill happenon
the course,” she told TOL The 38 year
old is currently placed fourth in the Or-
der of Merit for 2013 with total earnings
of euro210,894.38 from 20 appearances.

The Indian contingent is, mean-
while, hoping that playing in front of
the home crowd would work in their fa-
vour. “We do have an advantage,” said
Sharmila; “Yes, we do have an edge but
it can also put a bit of pressure on us,”
added Vani.

TheIndian Open is tri-sanctioned by
the Ladies European Tour, the Ladies
Asian Golf Tour and Women's Golf As
sociation of India.




