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Gauri finishes

on a high
WOMEN S INDIAN OPEN

NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 30
Delhi Golf Club (DGC) ama-
teur Gauri Monga made the
Hero Women's Indian Open
memorable for local fans as
she finished a creditable
tied fifth, while overnight
leader Thidapa Suwanna-
pura of Thailand shot a
three-under final round to
secure the title with a total
of eight-under 208.

1In the benign course con-
ditions at the DGC, 20-year-
old Monga shot a two-under
70 for the second consecu-
tive day to agaregate fhree-
under 213. She finished
tied fifth place with Ladies
European Tour (LET) sen-
sation Charley Hull of Eng-
land.who shota 72,and ug. i
veteran Beth, Allen; -who
carded day’s best round of
six-under 66.

This is the seeond best
performance by an Indian
at the Hero Women's Indian
Open as Meghna Bal and
Irina Brar finished tied
fourth in the first edition of
the tournament in 2007. -

Among other Indians in
the fray, Neha Tripathi,
who is the winner of the
order of merit on the Hero
Women's Professional Golf
Tour 2013, shot an even-par
T2 to finish as the next best
Indian after Gauri in tied
24th position.

Veteran Smriti Mehra
(73), youngster Vani Kapoor
(72) and amateur Gurbani
Singh (70) ended tied 34th,
with a tatal of nine-over 221
each. —PTI
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Gauri eyes Asiad

PRIYANKA SHARMA
THE ASIAN AGE

1 For home golfers, the Hero
M“’ﬂmﬂnls Indian Open is

the only tournament that
gives them a chance to rub shoul-
ders with top players from Asia
‘and Europe.

Over the years, the event has
also witnessed several Indian
juniors making a mark on the
Ladies Asian and European
Tours.

If Bengalurean amateur Aditi
Ashok surprised everyone tak-
ing a share of the lead on the
first day of the event last year,
Gauri Monga impressed all with
her consistent game at this
year’s edition, that concluded on
the day.

Aditi finished eighth, the best
among Indians last year, while
Gauri signed off even better at
tied fifth with a total score of
three-under 213.

“It feels great to finish in the

top-10. I never expected to come
up with such a score and luckily
that too on my home course. It's
a big tournament and playing
alongside all these players from
Europe is a great experience.
‘They are so focused and their fit-
ness levels add to their game. It's
a great experience,” Gauri told
this paper.
“I am happy to keep my calm
and match the top players. 1
think if T had played as a pro
there would have been more
pressure on me. Next time, I
hope to compete as a pro,” said
the Delhi lass, who was accom-
panied by her mother and aunt
Bubble Suneja, also DGC cap-
tain, on all three days.

After a brilliant season, in
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Last time, | missed
the trials. So, | am
working hard to be
paﬂnfﬂlelndian

~ team,

GAURI MONGA

which she had four wins includ-
ing the Sri Lankan Open, Gauri
is keenly looking ahead to the
next year, an important one for
athletes considering the Asian
Games and the Commonwealth
Games are lined up.

Gauri, who is pursumg BBA
from one of the top institutes in
the country, says she aims to par-
ticipate in the 2014 Asian Games
before turning pro.

“T am 20 and am playing well.
But 1 want to give myself a
chance to play in the big events. I
want to take part in the Asian
Games next year: | have waited
for the event so long.

“Last time, 1 missed the trials.
So, [ am working hard to be part
of the Indian team,” said the
Delhi gir], who will be playing in
Pune and Mumba!

Ahead of the ftournament,
there was a lot of buzz about the
home golfers holding an edge at
the challenging course.

“Yes, it's an advantage for our
game but at the same time, it
adds pressure. [ am happy that I
could hold my nerves and was
not affeded by the cheering of
the crowd,” said the promising
star.
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 Flawless Thldapa bags title

INDIAN | OPEN

PRIYANKA SHARMA
NEW DELHI, NOV. 30
Amateur Gauri Monga
p to the expecta-
ome_crowd,
'rimlupaf

nnapura a
and played a flaw-
final round of four-
5 10 Lt the 2013
men's Indian
title-at_the
Course here

uropean Tour
title besides taking home
a prize purse of $45000
with a total of eight-
under 208, three strokes
clear of her Day One co-
leader Valentine Derrey
of France (211) who close-
1y followed the leader
under ideal conditions.

England's Hannah
Burke (68) and Thidapa's
compatriot Saraporn
Chamchoi (68) shared the
honours for the third spot
on four-under 2;

Gauri, meanwhile, was
the toast for the hosts as
she took a share of
fifth place with a total on
three-under She fin-
ished alongside USA's
Beth Allen — the best
scarer of the day at 66
and England’s Charley
Hull (72), frontrunner of
LET Rookie of the Year.

Thidapa, starting the
day with a one-shot lead,
stayed on top throughout
the final day, thanks to
her focus. She, however,
W challenged by
\alomlnp (early in the

Saraporn (later)
\ahn were making a surge
in the leaderboard. The
duo, on two different
occasions, was even tied
for the lead with Thidapa.

But Thidapa's consecu-

THE
NEW DELHI
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MBER

Thailand’s Thidapa Suwannapura in action during the
final day of the Hero Women’s Indian Open at the

ASIAN AGE (AA)
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Delhi Golf Course on Saturday.

tive birdies on the 13th
and 14th holes nearly
ended the challenge, as
she went three strokes

better. “That was the
turning puim of my
round today” said a

dsllgl\lm deap-s who
posted birdies on the
flrsl ninth, 13th and 14th
holes.
“I think I played my best
game today. I couldn't
have asked for a better

score in this challenging

golf course. But I never
lhoughl I could win. I just
concentrated on my game
and did not look at any-
body or even the leader-
board,” said Thidapa.

Before Thidapa, coun-
try woman Pornanong
Phatlum had won the
event thrice in 2008, 2009
and 2012.

Meanwhile, Valentine
(70) — who caught up

PAGE N
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with the leader with her

b

she lost the grip when
Thidapa birdied the 13th
and 14th holes. Saraporn,
who found five birdies
including three in a row
from the 13th, gave up the
fight after her par-d 16th
hole bogey.

GAURI BEST
AMONG INDIANS

Gauri came with another
two-under score, thanks
to her briliant driv
Her day was laced with
four birdies and two

Pleasantly surprised to
manage a top-5 finish, she
said, “I came into the
tournament out any
expectation and that
worked. I told myself to
not to take pres: R

Order of Merit leader
Neha Tripathi was the
best pro among the
Indians at tied 24th place
with a total of five-over
221, two better than sea-
soned Simi Mehra and
youngster Vani Kapoor
who languished at tied
3dth, Bengaluru pro
Sharmila Nicolett fin-
ished further down in
tied 44th with nine-over
225,

enpaa
‘e Na Chung (KOR)

Pennapa Pulsawath




PUBLICATION

EDITION

DATE

DAINIK BHASKAR (DB)

NEW DELHI

lo

1" DECEMBER 2013, PAGE NO. :



PUBLICATION :  DECCAN HERALD (DH)

EDITION :  NEW DELHI
DATE : 1" DECEMBER 2013, PAGENO. : |7
Golf Women's Indian Open

Thidapa completes fine win

Thai youngster cards four under 68: France’s Derrey finishes second

NEW DELHI: Thailand's Thi-
dapa Suwannapura carded
an impressive four-under 68
toclinch the 2013 Hero
‘Women's Indian Open by
‘three strokes at the Delhi
Golf Club here on Saturday.

Thidapa, who has been on
polesince the opening day, had
started with one-stroke lead
over England’s Charley Hull
and Valentine Derrey, but was
quick to surge ahead with a
birdie on the opening hole.

All through, Thidapa was
challenged by her first-round
co-leader Valentine, who
twice shared the lead with her
after sixth and eighth holes
but the Frenchwoman
couldn't match her rival's con-
sistency. The Thai, who dished
out a bogey-free final round,
made a downhill 18-foot putt
for a birdie on the ninth hole
to once again go a stroke
ahead at the turn.

The 2]-year-old, who fin-
ished tied-13 in the last edition,
signed off with a total of eight-
under 208 and was followed by
Valentine at second place and
Hannah Burk of England and
compatriot Saraporn Cham-
choi, the two sharing the third

lace

place.

“Inever thought I was going
towin this tournament. Thisis
like the biggest tournament
that I've won and it's a part of
my dream,” said Thidapa,
whose anly other professional
victory was the Vidalia Tour
Championship on the US

ALL SMILES Thailand’s Thidapa Suwannapura poses with
her spoils after winning the Women's Indian Open.

Symetra Tour in 2012. She
walked away with the prize
cheque 0f $45,000.

“My dad told me this morn-
ing, if I could win this tourna-
ment, he would be very proud.
The course here is very hard
but I tried to play my best,”
added Thidapa.

Before Thidapa, Thailand’s

Pornanong Phatlum won this
event (2008,2009,

and Beth Allen, who

A;pcd a superb final round o
cam thebest card of six-under,
comprising seven birdies and
one bogey.

Gauri, who was tied fourth
place on second day, shot
birdies on 5th, Sth, 11th and
16th holes. She dropped a shot
each on the third and 10th
holes. The 20-year-old ama-
teur was satisfied with her
performance and wished ro
playin the Asian Games next

year.

“I didn’t think that I will fin-
ish as high as fifth. Playing at
the home course worked into
my favour, and except a triple
bogey on the first day, I had a
tremendous outing,”said Gau-
1i, whose mother also plays golf
and her aunt is the captain of
DGC.

other Indians, Neha

Tripathi finished as the top In-
dian proattied 24 while Smrit
Mehra and Vani Kapoor were
tied 34. Bengaluru pro
Sharmila Nicolett finished fur-
ther down in tied 44th with
nine-over 225.
DH News Service

Leading scorers (after 54 holes, in-
dians unless mentioned): 208: Thi-
66,

2012).

India’s Gauri Monga contin-
ued to win hearts for the sec-
ond day straight, finishing tied
fifth. She was the only home
bred golfer to be in top-10 and
‘was tied with Charley, whowas
at shared second place on Fri-

74,68}
211: Valentine Derrey (Fra. 66, 75.
70), 212: Hanna Burke (Eng. 73, 71,
66). Saraporn Chamchoi (Tha, 73, 70,
65 243: Beth Allen (US, 74, 73, 66)
Gauri Manga (73, 70, 705 Charkey.
Hull (Eng. 69, 72, 72). 215: Ye Na
Chwng (Kar. 73,72, 72), Elina urr
menpa (Fin. 72, 73, 70}; 216: Fer
paPulsawalh (Tha.73, 72.71)
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Suwannapura wraps up the title in style

GOLF / The Thai recovers from her second-round lapse to shoot four-under and win by three strokes

ENTHUSIASTIC SUPPORT: There was no bubbly at hand, but Thidapa Suwanriapura’s fans were happy
enough to settle for mineral water to souse the champion with. - PHOTO: RAJEEV BHATT

Uthra Ganesan

NEW DELH
ura shota
final rou
the seve
Open i

ian
n the Delhi Golf
Club, of eight-under
208 seeing her beat French-
woman Valentine Derrey by
three shots.

The Thai's impressive recov-
ery from a two-over on Friday
saw her claim her first title on
the Ladies European Tour. The
victory also made Suwannap-
ura the second Thai to win the
title, after three-time winner
and defending champion Phat-
lum Pornanong, and brought
her $45,000 in the $300,000
event.

England’s Hannah Burke
and  Thailand’s  Saraporn
("hnrmhol were tied third at

Loca! amateur Gauri Monga
was tied fifth at 213 — the best
show by an Indian in the
tournament.

Suwannapura, who led the
leader-board every single day,
started with a birdie; she had
four in the final round.

do this
e course
get-
o keep the
ways,” Suwan-

napura

Her birdies — on the first,
ninth, 13th and 14th holes —
came off long putts. The first
was a 20-footer and the one on
the ninth hole, came from 26
feet,

The only time she was in
trouble was on the 16th hole,
when her drive rolled off the
fairway and landed very close
to the bushes,

“That was the toughest shot
for me today. There were high
trees in the path and I was not
sure if I could shoot past them,
and even if I did, it the ball
would land on the green. | was
Tucky to par that hole,” she said.

Monga, meanwhile, said she
was proud of her effort — the
second best performance by an
Indian in the competition be-
hind Irina Brar’s and Meghna
Bal's fourth-place finish in the
inaugural edition in 3007,

“T'am happy with my consis-
tency. On all three days, 1 was
two-under after 17 holes, but

the first day’s triple bogey on
the last hole cost me.

“If someone had told me be-
fore the tournament that I
would finish tied fifth I would
not have believed them. I never
really expected to finish so high
in such a big tournament, so
this has given me a lot of confi-
dence,” she said.

Playing on her home course
was a great advantage, she said,
but added that she was also un-
der pressure since everyone
knew her and expected her to
do well.

“But I had no expectations,
and 1 think it actually helped
since I was not at all stressed
out. I just wanted to go out and
play shot by shot. I guess I
would have been more nervous
if I were a pro,” she added,

‘The scores: 208: Thidapa Suwan-
napura (Tha] 68, 74, 68. 211: Valen
tine Derey (Fra) 66, 75, 70. 212
Hannah Burke (Eng) 73, 71, 68, Sara
porn Chamehoi (Tha) 73, 70, 69. 213
Beth Allen (USA) 74, 73, 68, Gaun
WMonga (Ind) 73, 70, 70, Chartey Hull
69, 72, 72, 215: Yg Na Chung (Kor)
73,72, 70, Elina Nummenpaa (Fin) 72,
73, 70. 218: Pennapa Pulsawath
(Tha) 73, 72,71,
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(auri ends on a
high at home course

istha Chaudhuri
i ———

NEW DELHE She just couldn't stop

inning. If somecne had told her
this week that she would have
the best finish among Indians in
the Hero Women's Indian Open,
Gauri Monga would have prob-
ably laughed it off

“This was really unexpected,”
gushed the 20-vear-old amateur
after ending the tournament tied
fifth(three-under 143)on Saturday
She was in elite company, having
tied with Ladies Buropean Tour
rookie sensation Charley Hull
and American Beth Allen, who
carded the day’s best round of
shx-under 65,

If last year young amateur
Aditi Ashok stale the limelight
from the Indian pros finishing
tied eighth, it was Gauri's turn
this time. In fact, in the tourna-
ment's seven-year history, it
was the second-best finish by an
Indian behind Meghna Bal and
Irina Brar (tied fourth in 2007).

STAYING CALM

'Having played consistently, Gauri
didn’t really have a strategy in
nind before the final round.

caurse,
aebatinne Wt Tinet nlaved

| PLAYED MY GAME...

| THINKIF IHAD BEEN
APRO, IWOULD HAVE
BEEN NERVOUS

GAURI MONGA, Finished tied fifth
PN T R T

Iumﬂlhadhmnnm]mﬂd

Games, the 2014 mega event at
Incheon, South Korea is on her

wwmlm:]ayﬂmmn(hmm
once. So if I've waited so long, T
can waita few more months.”
Taken up the sport in 2006
thanks to her mother’s influence,
she had lost count of her score
in the middle of the final round

testimony to that.

In the same group with
Hannah Burke and Saraporn
Chamehof, Gauri remained calm
when it mattered. While the other
two finished a stroke ahead of
‘her, the Indian knew what mat-
ters in the sport. “The aim is to
beat the course, not the plaver.”
‘was her mature answer before she
‘headed off tocelebrate the finish

PAGE NO. :
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Self-effacing route for Thidapa

WOMEN'S INDIAN OPEN A picture of perfect composure, Thai youngster wins maiden Ladies European Tour title

Robin Bose_
beseibindustantimes o

NEW DELHI: It's huur

through this week, “You cannot
expect anything on this course,
what's going to happen, will hap-
pen,” a crack did show up late on
Friday “This could he my tourna-
ment.” It was perhaps a moment
of weﬁ.luwss,bu(mnowaymuld
‘Thidapa Suwannapura be blamed

for feeling so.

Injoint lead on the first day of
the Hero Women's Indian Open
andahead by a shot by theend of
the second, the adrenalin would
‘have been rushing. But for that
rare peek, the 21-year-old Thai
had been a picture of composure.

Back in her hotel room, she

chided herself for

= Avictorious Thidapa Suwannapura at the DGC.

may

“trying to get ahead”, for when
sheteed off for the last time at the
Delhi Golf Club on Saturday, not
anjotaof emotion was on view.

defeatist. “If someoneelse played
well and won, Twould have told
miyself that she deserved it.”

The lead was hers; vet Thidapa
kept mutteringall the while that
the trophy seemed like a distant
dream. It wasn't without reason.
Her dislike for the dense bushes
had surfaced early on when an
‘encounter left her complaining
about the damage to the apparel.
The round of two-over 74 on
Friday bruised her spirit.

Such was the impact that

FINAL SCORES

= 208: Thidapa
Suviannapura (66, 74, 68)

= 211 Valentine Derrey (66,
75, 70] o

# 212: Hannah Burke (73,
71, 68); Saraporn
Chamehoi (73, 70, 69)

= 213: Beth Allen (73, 74,
66), Gauri Monga (A) (73,
70, 70); Charley Hull (59,

through Saturday, the thought

“it's tough tokeep the ball on the

fairway, and make birdie” kept
back.

HT PHOTO

devotion to her craft. Even after
it was over, she could not place a
finger on what worked. “All Tknow
is that the focus was on staying
out of trouble,” she said.

Thidapa did succeed, on the
way even discarding the habit of
throwing frequent glances at the
leaderboard, but surprisingly the
intimation came from her near-
est rival, Valentine Derrey, who
fell short by three shots. “On the
16th green she whispered that
TI'd missed the fairway just twice
today”

The piece of statistic stirred
Thidapa but realisation dawned
when her man on the bag
informed that it was a bogey-free

coming round of four-under 63 that had
nmummebeenmmtewm heralded her maiden triumph on
ductive but for the Ladies E: Tour.
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VICTORIOUS

Thai pro wins Indian Open. Local-

amateur Monga finishes tiedfifth

By

hil Bilali in New Delhi

HAILAND’S Thidapa
Suwannapura over-
came the challenges ¢
the tough Delhi Golf
Club (DGC) to win her
maiden Ladies Euro-

pean Tour (LET) title while

India’s Gauri Monga finished tied

fifth at the Hero Women's Indian

Open here on Saturday.

The 21-year-old Dqulght'iczlﬂer carded a
brilliant bogey-free four-under 68 in the
final round to score a three-stroke victory
over Valentine Derrey of France, who shot
a two-under jn the final round.

Thailand’s Saraporn Chamchol (69)
made a late charge, but eventually setiled
for tied third place, with Hannah Burke
(sa} of the Uml.ed States, four strokes

F\:r lndlans 1c was a big day, as Gauri,

a 20-year-old DGC amateur, shot a two-
under 70 in the final round to fnish tied
fifth with English rookie Charley Hull
(70) and US veteran Beth Allen, who
shot the day’s-best
round of six-under 86. &
The trio totalled €
three-under 213 to fin- ¢
ish five strokes behind
the winner.

Gauri's  per- \
formance was % -

the second-

‘best finish for

an Indian

after Meghna

Bal and Thina Brar finished &

tied fourth in the first edition

of the Indian Open in 2007.
Most of the Indians in the fray

ar:er ‘Gaurl was Ne a Tri- &
pathi, the winner of the order
of merit on the domestic tour,
who carded an even-par 72 to
finish tied 24th. Veteran Smriti
Mehrs (13), Vani Kapoor (72)
nd amateur Gurbani Singh

(TU) ended tied 34th, with a total
of nine-over 223 each. They
were one stroke in front of
amateur Ridhima Dilawari
(73), who was 4lst.

Sharmila Nicollet, the ﬂn]y
Indian to have an LE’

card, shot a 72 to finish
44th’

Gauri said she was | §
amazed to finish on f

Valentine Derrey
of France

such a high note. °f didnt think

 triple bogey on the first

day on the last hole, [

had a tremendous
d.

Thailand’s Thidapa Suwannapura
In action and with the Women'’s
Indian Open golf trophy (below)
in New Delhi on Saturday.

LEADERBOARD ™

THIDAPAS. (THA) 66-74-68-208
VALENTINE DERREY (FRA) | 66-75-70-211
HANNAH BURKE (ENG) 73-71-68-212
SARAPORN C.(THA) 73-70-69-212
GAURIMONGA (A) (IND) 73-70-70-213
NEHATRIPATHI(IND) | 75-75-72-221
SMRITI MEHRA (IND) 77-73-73-223
VANI KAPOOR(IND) 73-78-72-223
GURBANISINGH (AY(IND) | 78-75-70-223
'SHARMILANICOLLET(IND) | 75-78-72-225

1 will finish as mgn
as filth. Pl

home course worked in
my favour, and except &

week,” she sai
Asked if she fell
nervous in front of
her home erowd,
the winner of two
amateur events
this year, said: 1
was  nervous
since the peo-
ple [ know were
on the course to

pressure_and

just _ remain

& daim. 1 didm't  Thidapa was off to a flying and was reduced to the brides-  didn’t know I had missed only
even look at the start as she picked up birdieson  maid’s role. one fairway today and also made
leaderboard and  ihe first and ninth holes. Valen- Saraporn almost caught Thi- no bogey. I knew it only when
played my natu- tine, who started the round one  dapa, firing three birdies in a  Valentine and my caddie told
ral gam stroke behind Thidapa, caught row on the 13th, 14th and 15th, me. T didn't make a lot of mis-
While uaun was up with the Thai with birdies but the former bcges'ed thenext takes today and lhat 'helped. me

banking on home  on the fourth and sixth. hole never to recover. win here,” said Thi
conditions, the The Frenchwoman Thidapa didn't lose her ‘Thidapa has also m:uned. her
tussle for the pos- dropped a boge_v cn Beats focus and fired birdies LPGA card for next year, but she
session of top spot  seventh, France’s on the 13th and 14th  wants to play on the LET as
became intense knocked in a mr:he holes to ensure vic-  well. “I will prefer LPGA to LET,
between Thidapa., on the eighth. She, Valentine tory. but will play on the Europearn
Valentine and however, scored no SR T T ICS “¥'was so focused tour whenever I have & week

Saraporn. birdie thereafter on my game that I off” she said.
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Gauri sets her sights on medal at Asian Games

. Monga

Son Saturdayl.

Indian folfer Gauri
\ n action at
the Delhi Golf Club

By Shaghil Bilali in New Delhi

IN A Ladies European Tour (LET)
event, those are professional golfers
who are expected to shine, but at the
Hero Women'’s Indian Open, it was 20-
year Delhi Golf Club (DGC) amateur
Gauri Monga who showed pros the
'way the course should be navigated.
In a field where Indians vied with
players from the LET and the Ladies
Aslan Tour; Gauri aggregated a score
of three-under 213, finishing tied fifth
in a field of 106.

It could be aturning point for Gauri,
who hasn’t turned pro even at the
age of 20 since her aim is to win a
medal at the Incheon Asian Games
next year.

“It’s a big achievement for me. If at
the start of the tournament, somebody
had told me | would finish fifth, | would-
n't have believed It. The performance
on my home course has given me
immense confidence,” she said.

“But my main aim is to win a medal
for India at the Asian Games. | wasn’t
called for the trials in 2010. But | have
improved since then and am confi-
dent of making it to the squad next
year,” said Gauri.

The Delhi golfer first garnered
attention, when she finished third in

Says she wants to
turn pro only after

the individual category at the 2011
Queen’s Sirikit Cup, one of the most
prestigious amateur tournaments in
the world, at her home course. A
regular feature on the domestic
amateur tour, she has won two titles
this year.

Gauri said the Indian Open Is a hia

platform where she learnt a lot from
seasoned LET golfers.

“They are physically much fitter
than us. Their approach to game is
different and how they conduct
themselves on the course is some-
thing goifers like me should follow,”
she said.

Gauri started playing golf in 2006
after watching her mother Aashna,
‘who used to play at the DGC. She said
she was unnerved playing alongside
famous players at her home course.

“In golf, you play against the course,
and | didn’t think about the big play-
ers. Had | thought about them, |
would have come under pressure. |
Just told myself to stay calm and not
make mistakes. Second, it was my
home course and a lot of people
were following me. | took that as
encouragement and not as pressure.
The rest fell into place and | had a
high finish,” sald Gauri, who will play
in Pune and Mumbai this month.
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Thidapa claims Indian Open

New Delhi: Thailand pro
Thidapa Suwannapura main-
tained outright lead to win her
maiden Ladies European Tour
(LET) title at the seventh Hero
Women's Indian Open golf
tournament at the Delhi Golf
Club (DGC) on Saturday.

The 21-year-old Thidapa
didn't lose her concentration
and led throughout the day to
shaot a bogey-free four-under
68 in the l“:‘nnlghn*-umiI for a
aggregate of eight-under 20
SE: scored a three-stro!
tory over fir:t-day joint lea
Valentine Derrey of France,
who ran short of her maiden
LET victory after a two-under
70 on Saturday.

“I's an amazing thing to
win at the Women's Indian
Open. I didn't think that I am
going to win this tournament
since this course is very tough.
Even in the beginning of the
round, I thought I didn't have
astrong chance. But I concen-
trated more on my game than
other factors and won eventu-
ally” said Thidapa.

‘Thidapa also ensured that

Thidapa ith the trophy.

eran Beth Allen, who shot the
day's best round of six-under 66,
and England sensation Charley
Hull (70). They ended their
campaign five strokes behind
the winner Thidapa.

Gauri’s finish is Indias sec-
ond-best performance at the
Hero Women's Indian Open
after Meghna Bal and Irina
Brar finished tied fourth in the:
first edition in 2007. y

Earlier in the day,
Thidapa, one of the three Thai!
golfers to play on the Ladies.
Professiona Golfers:

ation (L 3

the trophy remained in Thailand
as last year it was her compatri-
ot Pornanong Phatlum, who
‘won her third title.

Another Thai Saraporn
Chamchei made a late charge
but a bogey on 16th crushed
her title hopes as she finished
third with Hannah Burke of
England, who shot a fine 68.

DGC amateur Gauri
Monga entertained the local

with her consistent round
of two-under 70 to finish tied
fifth in the company of US vet-

challenge from Derrey and
Saraporn, but she didn't let the
lead slip away from her hands.

LEADERBOARD
208; Thidapa Suwannapura (66
74 68). 75
211: Valentine Derrey 70):
212: Hannah Burke (73 71 68),
Saraporn Chamchoi (73 70 69).
213: Charley Hull (69 72 72),
Gauri Monga (73 70 70), Beth
Allen (74 73 66).
215: Elina Nummenpaa (72 73
70), Ye Na Chung (73 72 70).
NS
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Gauri finishes creditable fifth

as Thidapa wins the title -

statesman news service

NEW DELHI, 30 NOV: Promising
amateur Gauri Monga carded two
under 70 o finish a creditable tied
fifth while Thailand pro Thidapa
Suwannapura maintained outright
lead to win her maiden Ladies
Furopean Tour (LET) title at the sev-
enth Hero Women's Indian Open golf
tournament at the Delhi Golf Club
{DGC) here today

This is the second-best perfor-
mance by an Indian at the Hero
Women's Indian Open as Meghna il
and Iring Brar finished tied fourth in
the first edition of the toumament in

7.
The 2l-yearold Thidapa didn't
lose her concentration and led
throughout the day to shoot a bogey-
free four-under 68 in the final round
for an aggregate of eightunder 208
She scored a three-stroke victory over
first-day joint leader Valentine Derrey
of France, who carded two-under 70.
Inthe benign course conditions at
the DGC, the 20-yearold Gauri shot
’G for the second consecutive day o
gate threc-under 213. Hannah
Burkc of England and Saraporn
Chamchoi (Thailand) were tied third
with 212
Among other Indians in the fray,
‘Gcllz Tnpathl shot an evenpar 7210

7 tied 24th pasition. Veteran
Smriti Mehra (73), youngster Vani
Kapoor (72) and amateur Gurbani
Singh (70) ended tied 34th, with a
total of nine-over 223 each. A stroke
further behind was amateur Ridhima

Dilawari (73) in the £1st position.
Sharmila Nicoller, shot a 72 to finish
ddth.

Gauri, who shot a 73 and 70 on
the first two days, started her third
and final round on a wrong foot
when she missed a punt from four
feet 1o drop a bogey on the third
hole. She recovered to pick her first
birdie of the day on the ninth hole
when her 15-footer found the targer
She fumbled a bit when she dropped
a shot on 10t afier 2 bad chip, but
soon made amends by holing an
eighrfooter for a birdie on 11th. She
carried her momentum and went
two-under alier one more birdie on
L6th, afier she sank a putt from six
feet.

She said she was amazed at her
performance on her home course. "I
dicdn't think I would finish as high as
fifth. Plaving at the home course
worked in my favor, and except a
triple bogey on the first day, | had a
tremendous week.”

Another Thai Sarapom Chamchoi
made a late charge but a bogey on
16t crushed her title hopes as she
finished third with Hannah Burke of
England, who shot a fine 68.

‘Thidapa was off w a flying start
when she picked a birdic on the very
first hole. The steady golfer contin-
ued her excellent form, firing anoth-
er birdic on nine. Paying in her
group, Valentine emerged as a strong
threat to Thidapa. The Frenchwoman
started the day one stroke behind
Thidapa but caught up with the Thai
girl with birdics on fourth and sixth
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It’s a Thai girl again

Thldapa Suwannapura
Wins With Ease; India’s
Gauri Monga Excels
With Fifth-Place Finish

Ritu Seiwal | 1w
New Delhi: Thailand’s Thid: iu

Gy
ﬁﬂhmhe[)elh](kllf()lﬂhhemunSalm
Thidapa, who enjoyed a one-stroke cush-
ion, shot four-under &8 for a total score of
enghl undarmwmch wes lmemukeeclear

ON A HIGH: Thidapa Suwannapura with the Hero
Women's Indian Open trophy on Saturday

thus Valentine mnlnd five-under 211 in-
cludingatwo-under 70on the final day.
[England’s Hannah Bruke, with four-under
68, and Thailand’s Saraporn Chamn‘ml with
212

13th in the previous edition, said.

‘Thidappa’s win is the fourth for Thailand
at the Open - Pﬂmanung Phatlum won it in
2008, mnnd

finished

Gauri finished tied fifth on the leader-
board withascore of three-under 213. The 20-
year-old Indian shared thespot with US's Beth
Allen and England's 17-year-old rookie Char-
ley Hull. Beth closed the final round with asiz-
zZling six-under-par 66.

“I'm very happy: I never thought I was go-
ingtowin. This is the biggest tour nament that
I've won and it's a part of my dream. My dad
told me this morning, if I could win this tour-
nament, he would bevery proud. I will go back
to Thailand and hang out with my dad and
mum,” Thidapasaid later.

Thidapa, whoteed off onthefinalday with
astroke’ leadto
two strokes at five-under-par after a birdie on

9th, 15thand 14th holes - for a card of 68.
Talking about her game, Thidapa said:
“Today I was concentrating on my game all
day and wasnot lookingat anyoneelse. Ididn’t
see them at all. My mind was on golf. I played
my game and tried to make it good, play my
best. I knew that 1 was leading but 1 didn't
Know by how much,” Thidappa, who finished

ineti am,,,,,
the fourth and sixth holes but soon dropped a
shot on the seventh to settle for the second
place. “Ididn’t make the putts on 11, 12and 14
and she made birdies on 14 and 15 and was al-
ready mcaheadof me, 50 that made-a

shot "m satisfied. I

[)nopemat Dubai will be my week. If not, I'll
wait until 2014. I'm gaining experience every
week and I'm sure that my day will come,” Val-
entine said. Local girl Gauri who tried to re-
main calm said she was happy with her per-
formance. “I didn’t think I would finish as
high as fifth. Playing on the home course
worked inmy! famuramlexmmﬂorma: triple
bugurun:heﬂmm haﬂumemlous

Ammg other mdlans.wdvrmuend
er Neha Tripathi shot an even-par 72 to finish
next best Indian in tied-24th position. Veteran
Smriti Mehra (73), Vani Kapoor (72) and ama-
leu:'GurbamSi.l'lght‘in)ﬂnlshedtledmﬂlwilh

was:mmeurmﬂhhnamiawarim)in thed nst
position.




